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FROM THE HELM
Channelkeeper’s calling is to keep watch 
over the Santa Barbara Channel and 
its watersheds on behalf of the people 
and wildlife that depend on them, and 
what disti nguishes us from other water 
protecti on groups is our unique “boots 
on the ground” approach. You’ll fi nd our 
crew out in the fi eld almost daily, collecti ng 
samples and data on water quality and 
habitat health, investi gati ng polluti on 
sources, surveying beaches for tar balls, 
leveraging volunteers to clean up creeks 
and beaches, documenti ng low fl ows 
in streams, and more. We’ve also got another unique and valuable asset that 
enables us to be an eff ecti ve watchdog - our boat, the R/V Channelkeeper. 

Our boat is an incredibly useful resource not only for our organizati on, but 
also for the local community and for scienti fi c research. We leverage the R/V 
Channelkeeper as a platf orm to partner with researchers at UCSB and other 
scienti fi c insti tuti ons to measure ocean acidifi cati on, track toxic algal blooms, 
monitor and respond to oil spills, conduct marine debris and cruise ship watchdog 
patrols, and assess the eff ecti veness of Marine Protected Areas. We also use it 
to take kids out on the water to learn about and experience the ocean fi rsthand. 
And we use it to support other worthy community initi ati ves, such as the 
Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count, Gray Whales Count, and the Friendship 
Paddle, to name just a few.

However, it takes a lot of work –and money - to keep the boat afl oat. Recently, 
Channelkeeper asked our community to help us raise $5,000 so we could replace 
the broken radar on our boat, and the response was overwhelming! Thanks to 
generous water lovers like you, we raised $2,500 in just two days (!) and were 
able to leverage a $2,500 matching challenge from an anonymous donor. Our 
fantasti c new radar is now in place and we’ve been able to safely resume our 
important on-the-water work. We are incredibly grateful for this swift  and 
enthusiasti c outpouring of support from our community, and we’re thrilled to be 
back out on the Channel keeping watch and defending your right to clean water. 
THANK YOU for making it possible for us to do what we do best and protect this 
extraordinary stretch of coast we call home!
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Our mission is to protect and restore the 
Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds 

through science-based advocacy, 
educati on, fi eld work and enforcement
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continued on page 4

California’s Central Coast was home to one of the largest oil booms in our nati on’s 
history beginning in the late 1800s. Back then, once oil wells had reached the 
end of their useful life, they were oft en abandoned with slapdash techniques. 
Several of these poorly-abandoned “legacy wells” leak signifi cant volumes of 
oil, parti cularly in the Summerland area. The Becker Well, located in the surf 

Leaking Legacy Oil Wells to Be Capped
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channelkeeper and the 
Environmental Defense Center (EDC) 
scored a big win in our eff ort to stop 
the federal government from allowing 
fracking and acidizing at off shore 
oil platf orms along the southern 
California coast unti l it fully analyzes 
the potenti al impacts of these risky 
practi ces on the environment and 
endangered wildlife.

The federal Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management and Bureau of Safety 
and Environmental Enforcement 
have issued numerous permits 
approving the use of these “well 
sti mulati on techniques” without 
fi rst completi ng a full Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) and consulti ng 
with federal wildlife agencies about 
potenti al impacts to endangered 
species, as required by the Nati onal 
Environmental Policy Act and 
Endangered Species Act.

Channelkeeper and EDC fi led suit 
against the agencies last November 
aft er they issued a fi nding that 
these practi ces have no signifi cant 
environmental impacts based on 
an inadequate and less rigorous 
“Programmati c Environmental 

Key Hurdle Cleared in Off shore Fracking Case

ENFORCEMENT

Analysis” they completed earlier in 
2016. We are extremely concerned 
about the impacts that well 

sti mulati on techniques like fracking 
and acidizing may have on coastal and 
marine natural resources, including 
on water quality, air quality, and 
threatened and endangered species 
like blue whales, fi n whales, humpback 
whales and southern sea ott ers, as 
well as the potenti al for spills of toxic 
chemicals used in fracking. Allowing 
the use of well sti mulati on techniques 
will also extend the life of existi ng 
oil platf orms, increasing the risk of 
another catastrophic oil spill. These 
risks have never been meaningfully 
analyzed, which is why we are fi ghti ng 
for a comprehensive EIS. 

This past July, Channelkeeper and 
EDC cleared a huge hurdle when the 
court denied the feds’ moti on to 
dismiss our lawsuit. This favorable 
ruling has allowed us to proceed 
with our case, which aims to provide 
much-needed informati on on the 
potenti al impacts of fracking and 
acidizing so that appropriate measures 
can be implemented to protect the 
environment and the diverse web of 
marine life along our coast.

Our case aims to provide 
much-needed informati on 
on the potenti al impacts 
of fracking and acidizing so 
that appropriate measures 
can be implemented to 
protect the environment.
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ENFORCEMENT

In August, Channelkeeper and a 
coalition of environmental justice 
and fishing groups filed a lawsuit 
against the State Water Board for 
repeatedly failing to protect water 
quality from agricultural pollution. 
This case is another in a series 
of legal actions our coalition has 
taken in attempt to reverse the 
widespread and well-documented 
contamination of California’s 
groundwater and surface water by 
agriculture, but it takes a different 
tack by demonstrating that the 
systematic failure by the Water 
Board to adequately address it has 
become “pattern and practice.”

Decades of unchecked agricultural 
pollution have taken a toll on 
California communities, fisheries, 
and waterways, burdening both 
urban and rural communities 
by sickening people and driving 
up water treatment costs.  A 
2013 report by the State Water 
Board found that more than 200 
communities rely on groundwater 
that is contaminated by nitrates 
from fertilizers. Nitrate in drinking 
water can cause cancer, diabetes, 
and birth defects. Nitrogen and 
other fertilizers can also fuel the 
toxic algae blooms that turn lakes 

Next Round in Fight to Clean Up Agricultural Polluti on

Decades of unchecked 
agricultural pollution 
have taken a toll on 
California communities, 
fisheries, and waterways. 

Leaking Legacy Oil Wells to Be Capped (conti nued)

and reservoirs green and smelly 
in the summer heat, making them 
unsafe for people and pets to swim in.

Fortunately, California does not 
have to choose between clean water 
and a thriving agricultural sector. 
Responsible farmers and ranchers 

have proven that it is possible to be 
good stewards of the land and water 
and be profitable. 

Channelkeeper and our 
coalition partners - The Otter 
Project/Monterey Coastkeeper, 
Environmental Justice Coalition 
for Water, California Sportfishing 
Protection Alliance, Pacific 
Coast Federation of Fisherman’s 
Associations, Orange County 
Coastkeeper, Inland Empire 
Waterkeeper, Institute for 
Fisheries Research, and California 
Coastkeeper Alliance - will 
continue to stand up for stringent 
requirements to protect water 
quality, public health and aquatic 
life from agricultural pollution - one 
of the biggest and most harmful 
sources of water pollution in 
California and nationwide.

zone on Summerland Beach, is the worst off ender, oft en causing noxious odors, sheens on the water, and oil on the beach. 
Fortunately, thanks to advocacy by Channelkeeper, other environmental groups, concerned citi zens, and elected offi  cials, the 
California State Lands Commission is on track to properly re-abandon the Becker Well in November. 

However, Summerland and Ellwood are home to nearly 200 other legacy wells. Senate Bill 44, authored by Senator Hannah-
Beth Jackson, will provide $14 million over the next seven years for the state to investi gate and cap other legacy wells off  our 
coast. Channelkeeper served as an expert witness for the bill in Sacramento and rallied scores of citi zens to submit lett ers 
of support, and it passed both the State Senate and Assembly with bi-parti san support and was signed by Governor Brown 
earlier this month. Channelkeeper will conti nue to engage with the State Lands Commission and serve as a lead advocate to 
ensure that leaking legacy wells are properly abandoned. 

continued from page 2
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ADVOCACY

Single-use plasti cs conti nue to be a major source of 
polluti on to our creeks, beaches and ocean, and Expanded 
Polystyrene (EPS) Foam is one of the biggest culprits. 

EPS Foam is harmful to wildlife that can accidentally 
ingest it and to the manufacturing workers that produce 
it, and currently is not viably recyclable. Styrene is a 
known animal and probable human carcinogen and is 
ranked the fi ft h worst global industry for toxic waste 
producti on by the US EPA.  Polystyrene and EPS, 
commonly known as Styrofoam, can be identi fi ed by the 
number “6” on cups, lids, cutlery, take-out containers 
and more.

Fortunately, municipaliti es are taking acti on to reduce this 
pernicious polluti on source. To date, more than 110 local 
governments across California have adopted foam ban 

Hold the Foam and Skip the Straw

ordinances, including Carpinteria, which has had a ban on foam 
in take-out food containers in place since 2008. 
Channelkeeper, in partnership with the Community 

Environmental Council and other groups, 
is working with Carpinteria to strengthen 
their ordinance by including a ban on the 
retail sale of foam cups, plates, coolers and 
other disposable foam products, and we’re 
lobbying the City of Santa Barbara and 
other South Coast municipaliti es to follow 
suit.  Channelkeeper is collecti ng lett ers of 
support for local foam bans to send to our 
elected offi  cials, so please visit www.sbck.org/
foamban to support this eff ort today.

Plasti c straws are another pervasive type 
of litt er oft en found at beach clean-ups. 
Americans use and dispose of 500 MILLION 
plasti c straws a day!  Channelkeeper and 
our partners are developing educati on and 
outreach materials to raise awareness and 
encourage people to go straw-free for the 
sea or use reusable straws instead.  We’re 
also teaming up with local elementary school 
kids to ask local restaurants to off er straws 
only upon request and to consider more 
environmentally friendly opti ons like paper or 
compostable straws. 

Please join us in the movement for plasti c-
free seas by supporti ng local foam bans and 
pledging to hold the foam and skip the straw!

Americans use and dispose 
of 500 MILLION plasti c 
straws a day!

Trash collected from this year’s Coastal Clean-Up Day
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ADVOCACY

New Focus on Federal Water Policy

Our coast is under att ack by a series 
of federal acti ons aimed at gutti  ng 
the bedrock environmental laws we 
rely on to protect our waterways 
and communiti es from polluti on. 
Although Channelkeeper typically 
focuses our advocacy on local and 
regional policies aff ecti ng our waters, 
we have had to step up and fi ght back 
against these environmental assaults 
at the federal level now as well, and 
fortunately, we’re able to leverage the 
experti se and reach of our partners 
at the nati onal Waterkeeper Alliance 
and California Coastkeeper Alliance 
to make an impact. Following are just 
a few examples of our new federal 
water policy advocacy eff orts.

In February, President Trump issued an Executi ve Order 
enti tled “Enforcing the Regulatory Reform Agenda” 
which requires the US EPA and other federal agencies 
to establish task forces to evaluate existi ng regulati ons 
and make recommendati ons regarding those that should 
be repealed, replaced or modifi ed to make them less 
“burdensome.” Channelkeeper joined Waterkeeper 
Alliance and 120 other Waterkeeper organizati ons 
in submitti  ng lengthy comments to EPA in vehement 
oppositi on to the modifi cati on or revocati on of any EPA 
regulati on that results from this ill-conceived Order.

In July, the Department of Interior initi ated a process to develop a new fi ve-year Nati onal Outer Conti nental Shelf Oil and 
Gas Leasing Program, which could open up federal waters previously off -limits in the Arcti c, Atlanti c, and West Coast to 
fossil fuel leasing and pave the way for increased oil and gas drilling on our coast. The enti re Pacifi c Coast has been excluded 
from the fi ve-year leasing plans for the past 25 years, and California hasn’t issued a new lease in State waters since the 
devastati ng oil spill in the Santa Barbara Channel in 1969. Channelkeeper submitt ed comments urging that the Santa Barbara 
Channel remain excluded from the fi ve-year leasing plan, which would threaten the progress we have made to protect our 
coastal resources and to transiti on from dirty fossil fuels toward cleaner, renewable energy sources.

Also in July, the US EPA and Army Corps of Engineers initi ated a rulemaking process to revise the defi niti on of “waters of 
the United States” under the Clean Water Act, which would signifi cantly reduce the scope of the Act and the number and 
types of waterways protected by it. Channelkeeper joined Waterkeeper Alliance and 115 other Waterkeeper organizati ons in 
submitti  ng comments in strong oppositi on to this rulemaking. 

To combat these and other att acks on our federal environmental laws, Channelkeeper has been working closely with 
California Coastkeeper Alliance to advocate for the adopti on of new state laws to protect California waterways and 
communiti es. We worked extremely hard to advance Senate Bill 49, the California Environmental Defense Act, which would 
enshrine current federal environmental protecti ons into state law if rolled back at the federal level. The bill made it through 
all Legislati ve Committ ees and is now just one vote away from the Governor’s desk.  Unfortunately, however, the Assembly 
did not vote for SB 49 by the deadline as they raced to pass several important reforms requiring a 2/3 vote, including funding 
for transportati on and aff ordable housing and a massive Parks and Water bond. We will redouble our eff orts to ensure the 
bill’s passage when the Legislature reopens early next year, and will conti nue to track and weigh in on federal acti ons that 
seek to undermine crucial protecti ons for our waterways, aquati c life and communiti es. 

Our coast is under att ack by 
a series of federal acti ons 
aimed at gutti  ng the bedrock 
environmental laws we rely on 
to protect our waterways and 
communiti es from polluti on.
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IN THE FIELD

As part of our work to support and promote marine protected areas (MPAs), Channelkeeper recently released a second 
MPA Dive Map. Our Coal Oil Point Dive Map was designed to help people access and enjoy a high quality SCUBA diving 
site located within the Campus Point MPA just off shore of UCSB. The map depicts the locati on of a series of rocky ridges, 

overhangs, and other features, including natural gas and tar 
seeps. The online version has an interacti ve video link that 
provides stunning footage of the spectacular abundance and 
diversity of marine life the MPA supports. 

MPAs were established by California lawmakers to protect and 
preserve our marine natural heritage for future generati ons.  
MPAs limit or prohibit fi shing, but public access and non-
consumpti ve recreati on are fully allowed. We know that people 
are inspired to protect what they love, so Channelkeeper is 
working to raise community awareness and support for MPAs, 
in part by developing interacti ve materials like our Dive Maps to 
help people explore and enjoy the many benefi ts that MPAs provide.

A recent toxic algal bloom in the 
Santa Barbara Channel resulted in 
the death of over a dozen marine 
mammals and hundreds of birds, 
and Channelkeeper responded to 
help local, state, and federal enti ti es 
research and monitor the bloom. 

The wildlife mortality was caused by a 
burst in growth of naturally occurring 
phytoplankton called Pseudo-nitzschia 
australis, which produces a biotoxin 
called domoic acid. The bloom 
extended southward all the way to 
Baja California, and followed on the 
heels of a major toxic algal bloom that 
shut down the West coast commercial 
crab fi shery last year.

Channelkeeper coordinated with US 
Fish and Wildlife offi  cials in April to 

Channelkeeper Aids Research of Toxic Algae Bloom  

Please visit www.sbck.org/mpa to 
download a free copy of the Coal 
Oil Point Dive Map and sign up 
for our monthly e-newsletter to 
learn about future opportunities to 
experience and support MPAs in the 
Santa Barbara Channel.

Interacti ve Dive Maps Showcase the Underwater Wonders of MPAs 

aid in a coast-wide mortality snapshot 
survey for sick or deceased birds 
and mammals. We also conducted 
cross-Channel sampling acti viti es from 
our boat to support the California 
Department of Public Health and 
researchers at UCSB, UCSC, and the 
Southern California Coastal Ocean 
Observing System (SCCOOS) in their 
work to monitor and model the extent 
of the bloom and toxicity event. 

We are currently exploring ways to 
permanently augment our marine 
monitoring program to track and 
research toxic blooms as part of 
the Southern California Bight 2018 
Regional Monitoring Program in order 
to help answer key questi ons about 
what is causing the increase in large-

scale toxic algae blooms as well as to 
develop modeling and predicti on tools 
that can aid in assessing their impacts 
on public health and commercial 
fi sheries.
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HAPPENINGS

2017 Blue Water Ball Topped The Charts!

Clockwise from top left :  Brett  & Deanna Williams, Randy Solakian and Kira Redmond; Jack Stapelmann 
and Barrett  Reed; Peter Schuyler, Das & Jonnie Williams, and Mike Wondolowski; Valerie & David Powdrell.

Channelkeeper and our friends celebrated Earth Day 2017 with our most 
successful fundraising gala ever, raising $160,000 for our work to protect and 
restore the Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds! 

Our 17th Annual Blue Water Ball took place on April 22nd at Deckers’ LEED-cer-
ti fi ed headquarters in Goleta, where 250 guests shopped at our extensive silent 
aucti on, savored delicious local food and wine, and kicked up their heels to the 
beats of DJ Mike Ober, all while celebrati ng Channelkeeper’s recent victories 
for clean water.  Our masterful Masters of Ceremonies were Jon Macks, a top 
politi cal consultant and award-winning TV writer, and Ryland King, a Forbes Top 
12 Do-Good Entrepreneur Under 25 and founder of the youth environmental 
educati on group Sprout Up. 

Sara Aminzadeh, Executi ve Director of the California Coastkeeper Alliance, gave 
a sti rring keynote address about the unprecedented threats to our environment 
being mounted by the new Administrati on in Washington DC and the impact 
Channelkeeper is making by being on the front lines fi ghti ng back to protect our 
communiti es and waterways. 

Channelkeeper would like to extend our heartf elt thanks to Deckers for provid-
ing such a beauti ful locati on, to Village Gardner for their gorgeous centerpieces 
and orchid arrangements, to our entertaining Masters of Ceremonies and rous-
ing keynote speaker, and to all our gracious guests, sponsors, aucti on donors, 
and volunteers who made this a magical night to remember. We hope to see 
you at next year’s Blue Water Ball on April 21, 2018!

Keynote speaker, Sara Aminzadeh

THREE CHEERS FOR OUR 
EVENT COMMITTEE & 

VOLUNTEERS!

Sara Aminzadeh    
   Keynote Speaker 
Ryland King 
   Master of Ceremonies
Jon Macks 
   Master of Ceremonies

Violeta Cortez
Debbie Dannenfelzer
Ashleigh Davis
Alex Torres
Kristi ne Wood

Holly Alper, Co-Chair
Terry Kleid, Co-Chair
Shannon DiPadova
Jane Harper
Nancy Hussey
Katelyn Ingraham
Sam Macks
Bett y Noling
Cristi na Prichard
Carla Tomson

Austi n Pardo 
Hannah Paris
Haley Perry
Brianna Petti  t
Rachel Ponce 
Kimiko Russell-
Halterman
Franziska Schroeder
Ashi Shrivasta
Julia Thompson
Kirby Welsh 
Haley Wilson
Emily Wilson

Bankers from Montecito Bank & 
Trust:

Eli Alvarez
Donna Blockhouse
Brianna Briggs
Andy Brock 
Cynthia Corl
Mariana Cruz
Larry Kampa
Annick Lamb
Monica LeFlore
Darcy Metzler
Betsy Neale
Craig O’Neill
Alyssa Padilla
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HAPPENINGS

AND OUR GENEROUS AUCTION DONORS
A-Frame Surf Shop
Aaron Howard 
Alexander ‘Xander’ Sack
Aligned Pilates
All Good Products
Armada
Au Bon Climat
Aveda Corporati on
Beachside Bar & Café
Bett y & Mike Noling
Bonnie R. Hill Skincare
Brander Vineyard
Brewhouse
Butt onwood Farm  
     Winery
California Wine Festi val
Calla Gold Jewelry
Camerata Pacifi ca
Celebrati on Cruises
Channel Islands
     Outf itt ers
Channel Islands
     Surfb oards
Chris Pott er
Chuck’s of Hawaii
Cold Spring Tavern
Condor Express
Core Power Yoga
Cutler’s Arti san Spirits
Cutti  ng Edge
Cynthia Cendreda &
     Danny Hoy
Daniel Gibbings
David Anderson

Dawn Nelson Massage
Drishti 
Elite Island Resorts
Enjoy Cupcakes
Enterprise Fish Co.
Figueora Mountain
     Brewing Co.
Firestone Vineyard
Firewire Surfb oards
Fletcher Chouinard
     Designs
Float Luxury Spa
FluidStance
Giannfranco’s Tratt oria
GoPro 
Granada Theater
Grassini Family
     Vineyards
Green Star Coff ee
H2Hotel
Haze Surfb oards
Helena Avenue Bakery
Hollister Brewing Co. 
Holly Sherwin
Hydrofl ask
Imagine Wines
Island Packers
Jack & Judy
     Stapelmann
Jane at the
     Marketplace
Jeannine’s Restaurant
     & Bakery 
Jenny Schatzle

Jeremy Harper
Joah Brown
Julia Laraway
Justi n Vineyards &
     Winery
Kaena Wine
Kahuna Grill
Kalyra Winery
Karen Bezuidenhuit
Kay Matt hews
Ken Brown Wines
Kevin Gleason
Kit Boise-Cossart
Lama Dog
Land & Sea Tours
Los Arroyos
Lucky Penny
Lush Cosmeti cs
Margerum Wine
     Company
McVeigh Massage
Meghan Williams
Metropolitan Theatres
Mony’s Taqueria
Mosby Winery
Mountain Air Sports
MOXI, The Wolf
     Museum of
     Explorati on +
     Innovati on
Natural Café
Newf Board Bags
Old Yacht Club Inn
O’Neill

Pacifi ca Hotels
Peaches Skin Care
Pierre Lafond
Porch
Presqu’ile Winery
Pure Order Brew Co. 
Real Cheap Sports
Refugio Ranch
REI
Rincon Brewery
Riverbench Vineyard &
     Winery
Riveria Towel Company
Ronie Vandergrift 
San Andres Hardware 
Sanger Family of Wines
Santa Barbara
     Adventure Company
Santa Barbara
     Internati onal Film
     Festi val
Santa Barbara
     Mariti me Museum
Santa Barbara Museum
     of Natural History
Santa Barbara Rock
     Gym
Santa Barbara Sailing
     Center
Santa Ynez Band of
     Chumash Indians
     Foundati on
Savoy Café & Deli
Sea Center

Sea Landing: Truth
     Aquati cs
Seabridge Marina
Sherry & Craig
     Madsen
Simple Wealth
Skydive Santa Barbara
Sly’s
SoHo Restaurant &
     Music Club
SPR Images
Stardust Images
Sumadra Skin and Sea
Surf Happens
Surf ‘n Suds Beer
     Festi val
Sustainable Vine
Sustainably You
Telegraph Brewing Co. 
Terry Kleid
The Nugget
The Red Piano
The Surfer’s Journal
The Tennis Shop of
     Montecito
Things By K.Ing
Toad&Co.
Whitcraft  Winery
Yoga Soup
Zaytoon
Zotovich Winery

WATERSHED STEWARD
University of California, Santa Barbara

BEACH PROTECTORS
MarBorg Industries
Patagonia, Inc.
Randy Solakian & Deanna Solakian – 

Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians

STREAM SUPPORTERS
Environment Now
Mission Wealth Management
Montecito Bank & Trust
Santa Barbara City College Foundati on
The Village Gardener

SEA STAR SPONSORS
Holly & Neil Alper
Patrick Carroll –TCIG Pacifi c Insurance 

Andy & Anne Heller
Marilyn & Dick Mazess
David and Cristi na Prichard 
     – U.S. Trust, Private Wealth Management
Julie Ringler & Rich Powell

UNDERWRITERS
David & Lyn Anderson
Au Bon Climat
Boone Graphics
Deckers Brands
Enjoy Cupcakes
Foley Estates Vineyard & Winery
Melinda Goodman
In Bloom Orchids
Island Brewing Company
Lafond Winery & Vineyards
Melville Winery
DJ Mike Ober
Presqu’ile Winery
Quinta Refugio Vineyard
Qupé 
Rusack Vineyards
Santa Barbara Winery
Santa Monica Seafood
Summerland Winery
The Tent Merchant
Paul Junger Witt  & Susan Harris

MANY THANKS TO OUR 
BLUE WATER BALL SPONSORS

2nd Annual AQUATHON Brought the Stoke!
On September 30th, ocean lovers of all ages came together to dive in and enjoy 
the water we work so hard to protect. As part of the Waterkeeper Alliance/
Toyota SPLASH Event Series, Channelkeeper’s second annual AQUATHON brought 
scores of swimmers, SUPers and surfers out to Leadbett er Beach for some friendly 
competi ti on and a salty good ti me. 

Guided by experts from Paddle Sports Center and our friends at Reef & Run, 
AQUATHON parti cipants had the chance to swim 500m or 1K courses or stand-up 
paddle a 1.5K course to win prizes of gorgeous Turkish towels donated by Riviera 
Towel Company. Surf Happens led a surf camp just for groms and every kid took 

home a trophy. On shore, 
folks enjoyed games and 
ocean-themed acti viti es, 
live music, Hawaiian shave 
ice, and an awesome 
raffl  e. Many thanks to 
our sponsors  - Toyota, 
HG Data, Paul Mitchell 
and McVeigh Massage, 
our underwriters and 
partners, and all who dove 
in to support clean water!

Montecito Estates

Foundati on

Services



OUR SUPPORTERS

Thank You to Our Donors
September 2016 - September 2017

BLUE WHALE
$10,000 & UP
David & Lyn Anderson
Yvon & Malinda Chouinard
City of Goleta
Dancing Tides Foundati on
Dan & Rae Emmett 
Environment Now
James Frank
Andy & Anne Heller
Sean & Dorie Hutchinson
Hutt on Parker Foundati on
Marisla Foundati on
Hank & Mari Mitchel
Patagonia Inc.
Resources Legacy Fund
Rose Foundati on for
     Communiti es & the
     Environment
Santa Barbara Foundati on
Jack & Judy Stapelmann
Waterkeeper Alliance/Toyota

DOLPHIN
$5,000-$9,999
Alper Family Foundati on
Billy Baldwin
California Coastal Conservancy
Coastal Fund
Crawford Idema Family
     Foundati on
Deckers Outdoor Corporati on
George Diskant
Barrett  Reed
Union Bank Foundati on
Fund For Santa Barbara
Marty Ingraham
Terry Kleid
Mithun Family Foundati on
Tony & Kyra Rogers
Samuel B. & Margaret C. Mosher
     Foundati on
Santa Barbara County Second
     District Offi  ce of Supervisor
     Janet Wolf
Surf Industry Manufacturers
     Associati on (SIMA)
Rachel Horn
Judith & Gregory Smith
Lynda Weinman

SEA LION
$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous
Ashish & Leslie Bhutani
Gay Browne
Wendel Bruss
Capital Group Co Charitable
     Foundati on
Patrick Carroll
Louise & Tim Casey
Santa Barbara City College
Betsy Denison
Nancy Even & Joel Ohlgren
Kenneth Falstrom & Kerry
     Shaughnessy
Jackie & Dennis Fox
Nancy & Ken Goldsholl
Melinda Goodman Kemp
HG Data Company

Jeremy Harper
Bruce Reitherman & Erika Hill
Ira & Edgra Ringler Family
     Foundati on
John Paul Mitchell Systems
Bronwen Jones
Blaine & Valerie Lando
Christopher & Carla Malloy
MarBorg Industries
Matt ole Valley Naturals Inc
Richard Mazess
Ron & Donna Melville
Sharon Metsch
Montecito Bank & Trust
Bett y & Mike Noling
Sheri & Jack Overall
Jeff  & Mandy Phillips
Brian & Marianne Pitt erle
Richard Powell & Julie Ringler
David & Cris Prichard
Larry & Laura Ragan
Garland & Brenda Reiter Family
     Foundati on
Susan Ringler
Rosemary Ripley
Riviera Towel Company
Tim Robinson & Talli Larrick
Allan & Kathleen Rogers
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash
     Indians Foundati on
Rick & Joan Schmidt
Peter Schuyler & Lisa Stratt on
Jean Schuyler
Seabridge Marina
Peter & Nini Seaman
Holly & Lanny Sherwin
Virginia Sloan
Randy Solakian & Deanna Solakian
     – Montecito Estates
Randall & Roxanna Solakian
Tana Sommer-Belin
Nancy Steele & Peck Euwer
Seth Streeter
Lila Trachtenberg & George
     Handler
Trillium Enterprises
University of California, Santa
     Barbara
Ventura Surf Club
Judy Wainright
Victoria Ward
Robert Warner & Isabel Downs
Paul Junger Witt  & Susan Harris
Mike & Diane Wondolowski
Yardi Foundati on
Jules Zimmer

SEA OTTER
$500-$999
Sara Aminzadeh
Avasol
Larry & Wendy Barels
Steve Bowman
Cate School
Krista & Rich Coffi  n
Combined Federal Campaign
Mike Cutcliff 
Betsy Denison
Karen & Jackson Frishman
Steven Gaines & Peggy Lubchenco
Doug Green
Randall & Jana Greer

Peter Grubstein
Rob Guarasci
Beverly & Bruce Hanna
Nora & Michael Hurley
Nancy & Tom Hussey
Jim Ryerson Environmental
     Foundati on
Johnson Ohana Charitable
     Foundati on
Peter Karoff 
Dorothy Largay
The Lark
Robert Lindquist
Russ McGlothlin
Francois Nadal
Ted Rhodes
Rotary Club of Montecito
Alexander Sack
Joel Sheffl  in
Margot Smit
Dave Tanner
David & Cathie Tilman
Judy Weisman
Ed Van Wingerden

GREAT BLUE 
HERON
$250-$499
Holly & Neil Alper
Fred Aminzadeh
Anonymous
Bill & Karen Benjamin
Melissa Bower
Mary Bucholtz & Jon McCammond
Jeff  & Sue Carmody
Darlene & Sam Chirman
John Chuck
Whitney Clapper
Michael Crooke & Amy Dozier
Sally & Terry Eagle
Tom Jacobs & Cassandra Ensberg
Hyla Fetler & Tracy Fernandez
Paul Franz
Teddy Gasser
Nels & Kat Gerhardt
Patricia Holden
Marian Jones
Tom & Ami Kearns
Joseph Kennedy
Kate Larramendy & Roger Wright
Lawyers for Clean Water
Dan McGilvray
David Moore
Stephen & Jane Murray
John Olson
Once Upon a Watershed
Kira & Justi n Redmond
Melissa Riparetti  -Stepien
John & Cynthia Sanger
Thomas & Barbara Stevens
Karen Telleen-Lawton
Steven Trainoff  & Gretchen
     Beckert
Victoria Wall
Steve & Robin Ward
Kim Wegener
Theresa & Julian Weissglass
Candace White
Brett  Williams
Gail Osherenko & Oran Young
Steve & Jill Zanolli
Alex & Gina Ziegler

STEELHEAD
$100-$249
Arthur Alper
Scott  Ammons
Anonymous
Lee Appleton
Bryce Appleton
Christopher & Molly Barnes
Mary Pat Barry
Kathy Bazarganan
Beverly Benningfi eld
Vera & Donald Bensen
Vicky Blum & David Lebell
Beverly Boise-Cossart
Derek Booth
Teresa Burgess & Dennis Clegg
Zachary Cantor
James Capito
Andy & Kathi Carlson
Carolyn Chandler
John & Joanne Chere
Valerie Cherot
Caroline Chufar
Andria & Eric Cohen
John Corby
Jeff  & Linda Cowen
William & Renee Curti s
Robert Dautch
Mary & Baer Davis
David Olsen & Diana Dillaway
Mary Elliot
William Fletcher
John & Marie Foley
Laura Sugino & John Ford
Brian Franz
Richard Frickmann
Teri & Eric Gabrielsen
Vincent Stanley & Nora Gallagher
Elizabeth Graham
David & Ruth Green
Geoff  & Seraphim Green
Lucie Greer
Erik & Sandy Gregersen
Leslie Griffi  n
Mark & Sally Hamilton
Susan Hamilton
Lee Heller
Bill Henderson
James & Marianne Henry
Jean Barrows Holmes
Kenneth Hough
Joe & Barbara Howell
Arthur & Heidi Huguley
Karl Hutt erer
Jean Kaplan
Kristi n & Colby Keener
Chris & Jenny Keet
Charles Kimbell
Caroline Koch
Jonathan Koehn
Peter Kornbluth
Gordon & Sharon Krischer
Edward Langhorne
Jim Langhorne
Jacqueline & Ronald Lincoln
Cy & Laura Lyon
Cecile Lyons
Samantha Macks
Craig & Sherry Madsen
Jim Hodgson & Sharyn Main

Patrick Marr & Michelle Rainville
Sean & Frances McCarthy

Cass McCune
Kevin Miller
Randall Moon
Dave Moore
Mitchell Morehart
Kerry Mormann
Bernice James & Glen Mowrer
Catherine Mullin
Amy Musson
John Neth
Lee Neuenschwander
Brad Newton
Valerie & Donley Olson
Bill Owens
Paul Petrich, Jr.
Christi ne & Richard Philbrick
Julien Phillips & Susan
     Stoddard-Phillips
Valerie & David Powdrell
Max Pritt 
David Robinson, Jr.
Peter Robinson
Katrina Rogers & William Cherry
Sylvia Schnopp
Jean Schuyler
Ralph Zitnik & Mary-Louise Scully
Shellbrook Foundati on
Austyn Shepard
Alec Sherwin
Evely Laser Shlensky & Rabbi Ira
     Youdovin
Seth Shomes & Audra Johnson
Debra Silbar
Patti   Pagliei & John Simpson
Joseph & Sue Skenderian
Christi na Speed & Kasey
     Kersnowski
Lynne Sprecher
Frank Stapelmann
Carl & Nola Stucky
The Refi ll Shoppe
Shaun & Carla Tomson
Elizabeth Toro
David & Marta Turpin
Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara
Ronie Vandergrift 
Cristi  Walden
Sharon Keigher & Libe Washburn
Anne Weber
William Wellman
Tracy Wells
Wildcat Lounge Inc.
Tracey Willfong
Janet Wolf
Chet & Leigh Work
Judith & George Writer

SNOWY PLOVER
$50-$99
PD & Rebecca Adams
Anonymous
Anonymous
Brooke Ashworth
Virginia Baker
William Benjamin
Cynthia Brock
Kristi n & Alexander Brodie
Roland & Joyce Bryan
Bud & Jeanne Carr
Mona & William Chapin
Sarah Clabeaux
J. Kurt Concilla

Daniel & Molly Cooper
Andrew & Adrianne Davis
Robert Denholtz
Hilary Dessouky
Tracy & Spencer Duff ey
Susan Epstein
Tom Evans
Gail Fairburn
Richard & Miriam Flacks
Geoff  Gaggs
Gilbert & Dorene White
Patrick & Darlene Gorey
Sarah Hammett 
Lynn Hanson
Dewey & Linda Hull
JustGive
William & Shellye Kingsbury
Caroline Koch
John Kuizenga
David Landecker
William Lannan
Julia & Peter Laraway
James Litt le
Janice Marti n
Nate Martz
Michael Marzolla
John Maulhardt
Marc McGinnis
Matt hew McLernon
Cal & Peggy Meuser
Ellicott  Million
Cindy Moore & Scott  Spaulding
Brad & Jeanne Nelson
Dawn Nelson
Carla Frisk & Jeff  Newton
Carl Nielsen
William Paxson & Lynne Sherman
PayPal Giving Fund
Amy Peterson
Lindsay Phillips 
Regina Rawner
George Relles & BL Borovay
John Rivard
Anne Rochman
Robert & Rana Rott enberg
Lucinda Setnicka
Donald & Maida Smith
Larry Yuva & Carol Smith
Anne Sprecher
Lynne Elisabeth Stark
K. Marti n & Velma Stevenson
Cynthia Terry
Jack Theimer
Elizabeth Tippen
John & Jan Vallee
Jinny Webber

GARIBALDI
$49 & UNDER
AmazonSmile
Warner Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Jim Balsiti s & Kathleen Kalp
Barbara Bonadeo
Haley Boulanger Wilson
Sharon & John Broberg
Ann Bromfi eld & Lyndal Laughrin
Lane Bussa
Sarah Carr
Enrico Cerrato
Bett y Chackel

Tony Chapman
Paul & Anne Chesnut
Kristi n Clark
Marc Chyti lo & Nancy 
Weiss
Richard Cirincione
Morgan Coff ey
Scott  Cooper & Sheila 
Wiseman
Heather Copp
Diego Cordero
Sally Ann Cunningham
Lynn Dow
Joe Doyle
Jenna Driscoll
Craig Farnham
Linda Kay Fisher
Layne Friedrich
Andrew & Konnie Gault
Jeff rey & Caroline Grange
Katharyn & Sven Hagen
Ilse & Linda Hance
Aira Harris
Sandy Hedrick
Hannah-Beth Jackson &
     George Eskin
Humble Bumble
Ian Jackson
Barbara Janelle
Carrel Jantzen
Ann Kidson
Robert & Claudia Kirby
Phillip & Eva Kirkpatrick
Caroline Koch
Bonnie Kwon
Susan Ledig
Elizabeth Lewis
Theresa Lujan
Anne MacDermott 
Margerum Wine Company
Paul Margolis
Jerome Mazienis
Monika McCoy
Darcy Metzler
Maria Miller
Mary Moore
Alyssa Nauman
Susan Neufeldt
Newf Surfb oard Net
Ken & Alex Palley
Everett  Lee Patt erson
Cynthia Pearson
Danielle Peters
Beth Pitt on-August
Susan Powers
Ralphs Grocery Company
Daniel Randall
Dale & Anne Rhine
Santa Barbara Axxess
Lloyd & Susanne Schenck
Frank Schmidt
Tim Schultz & Adriana
     Olvera
James Spear
Ted Tedesco
Penelope Tinker
Penny Tranovich
Mark Srednicki & Eloise
     Uranga
Lisa Walker
Owen Wallace
Scott  Waters
Roberta Weissglass
Lornie White
Kevin Young
Allison Zeager
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Changes to Our Team

Honor Roll

Channelkeeper is thrilled to 
announce that our friend and 
colleague Sara Aminzadeh, Executi ve 
Director of the California Coastkeeper 
Alliance (and the keynote speaker 
at Channelkeeper’s Blue Water Ball 
earlier this year) has been appointed 
to the California Coastal Commission!

Channelkeeper bids a fond farewell to Bett y Noling, who recently stepped down from our Board of Directors aft er four 
years of service. We greatly appreciate all that Bett y contributed to our organizati on, from serving for several years on our 
Blue Water Ball committ ee and as Co-Chair of our Development Committ ee, spearheading our Coff ee With The Crew speaker 
series, hosti ng our major donor appreciati on party and strategic planning retreat, and walked the water conservati on talk 
with her gorgeous drought-tolerant garden and rain barrel. Many thanks Bett y, you will be missed!

This fall we also bid adieu to our bookkeeper of four years, James Studarus. James will conti nue to work as a CPA with 
environmental and social organizati ons in the Santa Barbara area while also honing his photography and journalism skills on 
his numerous traveling adventures around the world.

Fortunately, we recently hired a great new bookkeeper to fi ll James’ shoes – Kendall Shinn. Kendall has lived in Santa Barbara 
since 1987. She served as the operati ons manager at a local weekly publicati on for ten years and as a bookkeeper for Service 
Objects for six years, and she conti nues to work at Blue Isle Bookkeeping. She enjoys spending ti me with her husband and 
teenage kids and being involved in a local women’s philanthropic educati on organizati on and a book club.

We are also thrilled to have Sophia Mock on board as our new Stream Team intern. Sophia is a sophomore Chemistry major 
in the UCSB honors program who also works for UCSB’s Adventure Program and volunteers for Hearts Therapeuti c Equestrian 
Center. A San Diego nati ve, Sophia enjoys horseback riding and has a lifelong passion for environmental conservati on.

We’re also very proud of Ben 
Pitt erle, our Watershed and Marine 
Program Director, who was recently 
honored, out of 75 scienti sts, 
lawyers, educators, policy advocates, 
communicati ons specialists, and 
fundraisers working for Waterkeeper 
organizati ons across California, with 
the “Waterkeeper Innovator” award 
for his creati ve use of technology, 
video storytelling and collaborati ve 
advocacy strategies to track and 
halt polluti on and to inspire people 
to care about and protect local 
waterways. Ben was also re-appointed 
to serve another two-year term as 

the Non-consumpti ve Recreati on 
representati ve on the Channel Islands 
Nati onal Marine Sanctuary Advisory 
Council. Go Ben!

Bett y Noling James Studarus Kendall Shinn Sophia Mock
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Stream Team
Stream Team is Channelkeeper’s vol-
unteer-based water quality monitoring 
program. Every month, volunteers join 
Channelkeeper staff  to test for common 
water quality parameters at numerous 
sites in the Ventura River and Goleta 
Valley watersheds. Come join us to help 
monitor and protect our local waterways. 
Upcoming Goleta Stream Team events 
will take place at 10 am on November 
5th, December 3rd, January 7th, and 
February 11th. Upcoming Ventura Stream 
Team events will take place at 9 am on 
November 4th and February 10th. Email 
jennad@sbck.org or call 805.563.3377 
ext. 5 for more informati on.

714 Bond Avenue
Santa Barbara, CA 93103

Upcoming Events

Cheers to Fig Mtn Brew’s 
New Channelkeeper Beer
What is the number one ingredient in 
good beer? Clean, pure water! That’s 
why Figueroa Mountain Brewing Co. 
has craft ed “Channelkeeper,” a piña 
colada-inspired wheat pale ale to benefi t 
Channelkeeper! So grab some friends and 
head over to Fig in the Funk Zone and 
drink a pint (or two!) of Channelkeeper 
while this delicious, limited editi on brew 
lasts and support Channelkeeper’s clean 
water work at the same ti me!

Volunteer for MPA Watch
Are you into marine conservati on AND 
long walks on the beach? Learn how to 
collect valuable data on our local Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) while walking 
along the beauti ful beaches of Campus 
Point, Naples and Gaviota through Chan-
nelkeeper’s MPA Watch program. MPA 
Watch is a citi zen science initi ati ve to 
monitor human uses of coastal MPAs and 
collect data to help inform the manage-
ment, enforcement and science of Califor-
nia’s MPAs. Our next MPA Watch volun-
teer training workshop will take place in 
mid-January at UCSB. Email penny@sbck.
org for more informati on and future train-
ing opportuniti es.

SAVE THE DATE for our 18th Annual Blue Water Ball on Saturday, April 21, 2018!


