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from the helm
welcome to our new newsletter! as 
you can see, santa barbara channel-
keeper has a new logo, which we feel 
better reflects what we do and what 
we are about – keeping an “eye” on 
our waters (indicated by the wave) 
and aquatic habitats (indicated by the 
kelp). our new logo aims to highlight 
what makes channelkeeper unique 
and that much more effective than 
other environmental groups – we are 
“out there,” on the water and in the 
field, keeping watch to track down 
and hold polluters accountable in the 
interest of protecting our community’s 
interest in clean water.

In addition to a new logo and newsletter, we also have a brand new website 
(www.sbck.org), which allows us to better communicate and engage with our 
constituents. we also have new banners, stickers, t-shirts and tote bags, so come 
on by our office or visit our booth at earth Day or other upcoming community 
events to get some of our cool new schwag! 

all this was made possible by rogue element, a chicago-based design firm who 
awarded us with a Green Design Grant and designed our new logo, website, 
newsletter and associated collateral materials for us for free. Many thanks to 
rogue element for this incredible gift and for making us look as good as we are! 

while channelkeeper has changed our look, we haven’t veered a bit from our 
mission or the tenacious and hard-hitting tools we use to achieve it. we remain 
110 percent focused on protecting your interest in clean water and ensuring 
compliance with the clean water act and other water laws through education, 
scientific monitoring, advocacy and enforcement.

If you like our new newsletter – which we hope you do – please become a  
member or renew your membership today, because after this inaugural issue,  
we will only be mailing our newsletter to current members.  thanks and happy 
reading!

714 bond avenue
santa barbara, ca  93103

tel 805.563.3377
fax 805.687.5635

info@sbck.org
www.sbck.org

kira redmond | Executive Director
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Our mission is to protect and restore the 
Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds 

through science-based advocacy,  
education, field work and enforcement
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last year, channelkeeper saw parts 
of the Ventura river go dry that 
haven’t been dry in our 12+ years of 
monitoring in the watershed.  though 
the region is naturally arid, there is 
growing evidence that water diver-
sions and groundwater pumping are 
negatively impacting the river.  

the Ventura river is one of the few 
waterways in california officially re 
cognized as impaired by pumping 

and diversions, and the government 
(in this case the Us ePa) is required 
to develop total Maximum Daily 
load (tMDl) regulatory programs to 
address officially recognized impair-
ments.  

channelkeeper has been bird-dogging 
the development of the Ventura river 
Pumping and Diversions tMDl for sev-
eral months. Unfortunately, the tMDl 
cannot directly impose restrictions 
on pumping or diversions because by 
law tMDls can only address “pollut-
ants,” and pumping and diversions are 

not included in the legal definition of 
pollutants. therefore, the draft tMDl 
put forward by ePa only addresses 
water quality problems exacerbated 
by low flows caused by pumping and 
diversions (e.g., excessive nutrients 
and low dissolved oxygen).  loss of 
habitat and areas for recreation are 
not addressed.

channelkeeper is exploring alterna-
tive strategies to directly address the 

problem of excessive pumping and 
diversions through regulatory and 
legal frameworks other than a tMDl. 
we are also researching existing water 
uses in the watershed and stepping 
up our monitoring of flows and water 
level fluctuations in the river.  

the Ventura river isn’t a river without 
water, and without a flowing river, 
ongoing efforts to restore steelhead 
populations and revitalize community 
connections to the river will be under-
mined. channelkeeper is dedicated to 
ensuring sufficient flows in the river, 

and we are working to help find a 
balance between the demands for 
drinking water, irrigated agriculture 
and other extractive uses and the 
need to keep water in the river for fish 
and recreation.  

without a flowing river, ongoing efforts to restore 
steelhead populations and revitalize community 
connections to the river will be undermined.

adVocacy

Keeping Water in the Ventura River

Channelkeeper’s Director of Watershed 
Programs, Ben Pitterle,  measures the 
water level in the Ventura River.

the watchdog diaries 

Don’t miss channelkeeper’s latest 
episode of The Watchdog Diaries, 
“when the river Goes Dry,” online at 
www.youtube.com/channelkeeper. 
In this episode, channelkeeper 
teams up with Ventura surfrider to 
document alarming fluctuations in 
surface water flows at the Ventura 
river Preserve near ojai.
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last December, channelkeeper 
testified before the los angeles 
regional water Quality control board 
to advocate for stronger regulations 
to protect the Ventura river from 
nutrient pollution. excessive nutri-
ents (nitrogen and phosphorous) 
in the river from sewage treatment 
plant effluent, leaking septic tanks, 
equestrian facilities, cattle grazing, 
irrigated agriculture, and urban runoff 
can cause severe algal blooms, which 
threaten water quality and aquatic life 
by depleting oxygen in the water.

the regional water board worked for 
several years to develop a regulatory 
program – called a “total Maximum 
Daily load” or tMDl - to reduce 
algae in the river, and channelkeeper 

participated as the key environmental 
stakeholder throughout this laborious 
process.  we toured the watershed 
with board staff early on in the pro-
cess to show them firsthand the most 
egregious sources and problem areas. 
More than ten years of our Ventura 
river stream team data and four years 
of our pre-dawn dissolved oxygen 
monitoring data were utilized by the 
board to help develop the program, 
and our data is referenced throughout 
the final tMDl.  we advocated for 
regulation of all nutrient sources, par-
ticularly those related to equestrian 
facilities and cattle ranching, which 
were largely unregulated before, in 
our written comments on the draft 
tMDl and in testimony at the hearing.

the board officially adopted the algae 
tMDl on December 6, 2012, and, de-
spite some weaknesses, channelkeep-
er is confident that the program will 
result in a healthier Ventura river. the 
final tMDl sets limits on the amount 
of nutrients that can be discharged 
from each source, and requires up-
grades to the sewage treatment plant 
and widespread implementation of 
best Management Practices (bMPs) to 
keep things like fertilizer and animal 
waste out of the river. 

channelkeeper plans to continue 
monitoring water quality and imple-
mentation of required bMPs through-
out the watershed to ensure that 
the tMDl is fully implemented and 
enforced.

excessive nutrients 
in the river can cause 
severe algal blooms, 
which threaten water 
quality and aquatic 
life by depleting  
oxygen in the water.

Runoff of excess nutrients from sources 
such equestrian facilities and this cattle 
enclosure can cause severe algae blooms 
in the river.  

New Regulations Reduce Nutrient 
Pollution in the Ventura River

adVocacy
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channelkeeper has been communicat-
ing with local and state agencies in an 
effort to fix this problem and to estab-
lish accountability by improving moni-
toring protocols and requirements.  
we have developed an alternative 
monitoring program that would more 
efficiently target and clean up areas 

known to be chronic dumping sites 
and are advocating the water board 
to replace the existing monitoring 
program with our alternative program.  
our goal is to ensure that trash reduc-
tion goals are achieved over the long 
term and that the river is not turned 
back into a landfill.

2012 was a big year for the lower 
Ventura river.  after more than two 
years of monitoring and advocacy 
by channelkeeper to raise attention 
to the massive trash problem in the 
lower river, local landowners, com-
munity groups, government agencies, 
and volunteers banded together to 
clean up several tons of trash that was 
illegally dumped in the river bottom.  
thanks to these efforts, the lower 
Ventura river is cleaner today than 
it has been in many years.  channel-
keeper is working behind the scenes 
to ensure that this drastic improve-
ment in the condition of the river is 
maintained.  

Dumping trash in the river is illegal, 
and existing regulations are supposed 
to ensure that local agencies prevent 
it from happening.  Unfortunately, 
these agencies have not been held ac-
countable for the disgraceful amount 
of trash polluting the river, largely 
because they’ve been allowed to re-
port misleading trash monitoring data 
to the regional water Quality control 
board.  

our goal is to ensure 
that trash reduction 
goals are achieved 
over the long term 
and that the river is 
not turned back into 
a landfill. 

Solving  
the Trash  
Epidemic in 
the Ventura 
River

A close-up of the trash accumulation in the lower Ventura River.

Clean-up efforts have removed several tons of trash illegally 
dumped in the river bottom.

adVocacy
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adVocacy

2012 was a year of firsts in plastic 
bag reduction along the south coast, 
and 2013 is looking to be another big 
year as well.  carpinteria and ojai 
were the first cities in their coun-
ties to enact and implement bag ban 
ordinances last year. In May 2012, the 
city of santa barbara drafted a bag or-
dinance which is serving as the model 
project for a regional environmental 
Impact report (eIr) being prepared by 
the beach erosion authority for clean 
oceans and nourishment (beacon), a 
joint powers agency made up of rep-
resentatives from coastal municipali-
ties from Goleta to Port hueneme. 

beacon circulated a Draft environ-
mental Impact report (DeIr) for 
public comment this february. after 
considering public comments,  
beacon will likely adopt the eIr at 
its april 19th meeting and then make 
it available for local municipalities to 
use in developing their own individual 
bag ordinances – a necessary step 
to avoid lawsuits by the plastic bag 
industry.   the santa barbara city 
council will adopt their ordinance 
thereafter. 

channelkeeper is now turning our 
attention to building awareness and 
support for action to reduce dispos-
able bag use in Goleta, in response 
to questions and concerns raised by 
Goleta city council in preliminary 
hearings on the issue in 2012. 

Banning the Bag on the South Coast

Plastic bag found in Sycamore Creek Lagoon on East Beach during a recent 
clean-up event.

systems (such as cisterns or plastic 
tanks) at homes in the city of santa 
barbara. 

subsidies cover 50% of the cost of 
implementation, up to $1,000. hom-
eowners and renters are both eligible 
to apply.  features must be imple-
mented by contractors or organiza-
tions approved by wMG.  this effort 

is made possible by funding from the 
city of santa barbara as part of the 
settlement of channelkeeper’s sewage 
lawsuit. Visit www.sbck.org to learn 
more! 

Interested in saving money, conserv-
ing water and reducing runoff pollu-
tion? Install a rain garden, greywater 
system or cistern on your property, 
and get help doing it! the watershed 
Management Group (wMG) is cur-
rently offering subsidies for imple-
mentation of rain gardens, greywater 
conversions and rainwater storage 

Subsidies Available for Making 
Your Garden Channel-Friendly

Please support channelkeeper’s ef-
forts to stem the tide of plastic to our 
ocean – use reusable bags every time 
you shop, submit comments on the 
DeIr. Visit www.sbck.org by March 
28th and stay tuned for upcoming city 
council hearings to testify in support 
of ordinances to ban plastic carry-out 
bags at local grocery stores!  
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in the field

education is a key element of chan-
nelkeeper’s work to protect and 
restore the santa barbara channel 
and its watersheds. we educate local 
citizens about practices that con-
tribute to the degradation of water 
quality and aquatic habitats and about 
how we all can and must be part of 
the solution to water pollution. 

channelkeeper also has a long-stand-
ing youth education program, “clean 
water environmental stewardship 
training” (cwest), which provides 
interactive educational programs that 
teach kids about the aquatic sciences 

Citizen Monitoring of the Future
channelkeeper’s stream team volun-
teer monitoring program has been 
collecting water quality data since 
2001, making it one of the longest 
running citizen monitoring programs 
in california.  Monitoring and field 
investigations are what set channel-
keeper apart from other environmental 
groups, and we pride ourselves on our 
ability to collect scientifically sound, 
credible data to support our and oth-
ers’ efforts to protect water quality 
and aquatic habitats.

we’ve started to add some new tools 
to our toolbox to help us track down 
sources of pollution and identify and 
quantify water quality impacts. we’ve 
deployed time lapse cameras and data 

logging sensors in streams, storm 
drains and the channel to help us  
detect episodic discharges or chang-
ing conditions that are difficult to 
detect with traditional “snapshot” 
type monitoring programs such as 
stream team. 

these efforts are producing interest-
ing and useful results, and are helping 
channelkeeper become more effec-
tive than ever at identifying pollution 
sources and associated environmental 
impacts.  You can see the results of 
some of these efforts firsthand by 
checking out our Watchdog Diaries 
videos at www.youtube.com/chan-
nelkeeper.  

we’re expanding these efforts in 
2013.  In fact, as you read this, chan-
nelkeeper’s cameras and sensors are 
diligently recording data to support 
our education, advocacy and enforce-
ment efforts to protect the santa 
barbara channel and its watersheds.

and foster environmental stewardship. 
channelkeeper has educated nearly 
19,000 young people through our 
cwest programs over the years!  

through our Marine science educa-
tion curriculum, we provide a series 
of hands-on lessons and experiments 
throughout the year in several local 
schools, teaching kids about ecol-
ogy, oceanography, watersheds and 
marine habitats in the santa barbara 
channel.

we have been partnering with the 
santa barbara Museum of natural 

Educating the Next Generation of Environmental Stewards
history since 2006 to deliver an 
interactive watershed awareness cur-
riculum to local youth, which this year 
included a kayaking field trip around 
the harbor. 

finally, channelkeeper has also part-
nered with the University of california 
sea Grant for the past five years to 
provide water quality training for 
teachers and students through the 
research and education for students 
and teachers supporting the ormond 
beach restoration (restor) Program.

water level logger encased in protective 
housing deployed in a pool on the Ventura 
river.
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with winter rains, more pollution 
flows to our beaches, too often 
making the water unsafe for  
human contact recreation. before 
your next surf or swim, use the 
waterkeeper swim guide app to 
check the water quality at your  
favorite beach. this free smart-
phone app provides the most  
up-to-date information about 
water quality conditions at more 
than 400 california beaches, 
coves, rivers, parks, piers, and 
creeks. 

swim guide also helps users get 
directions to nearby beaches, 
view photos, learn what beaches 
are good for children and  
recreation, share their beach 
adventures with friends on social 
networks, and report pollution 
immediately to the nearest  
local waterkeeper. download  
the swim guide app today at 
www.sbck.org, and surf and swim 
safely!

Surf and Swim Safely 

Use Swim Guide!

this winter, channelkeeper engaged 
volunteers to help us illustrate what 
rising sea levels might look like in 
santa barbara. In coordination with 
groups throughout california, we 
called on citizens to submit photos 
taken during the winter’s highest 
tides (known as “king tides”) of areas 
known to flood and erode, and of 
areas where high water levels can 
be gauged against sea walls, jetties, 
bridge supports or dikes. 

During king tides in December 2012 - 
february 2013, channelkeeper staff 
and volunteers photo-documented 
local areas affected by high seas, in-
cluding Miramar and butterfly beach, 

rincon, Isla Vista, solimar, Mission 
creek, Goleta beach, and the carpin-
teria salt Marsh. 

as part of the california king tides 
Initiative, these photos are helping 
to identify and catalog coastal areas 
vulnerable to tidal inundation, raise 
awareness of the potential impacts 
of sea level rise, and support strong 
climate change mitigation and adapta-
tion policies. 

Visit www.sbck.org to learn more 
about the Initiative and to view the 
alarming and impactful photos.

King Tides Provide 
Glimpse of Future Climate 
Change Impacts

in the field
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the added protections afforded 
to the new Marine Protected areas 
(MPas) recently enacted off the santa 
barbara coast appear to be working 
already. Data collected by channel-
keeper and volunteers participating 
in our MPA Watch citizen monitoring 
program are showing that extractive 
activities such as fishing and harvest-
ing have declined significantly at the 
new MPa at campus Point, our pilot 
study site, since the MPa regulations 
went into effect in January 2012. 

this means that marine life and the 
unique habitats in other local areas 
designated as MPas, such as Point 
conception, naples reef and the wa-
ters offshore of Gaviota state beach, 
ellwood and Isla Vista are likely finding 
safe havens where they can grow 
larger and more abundant without the 
pressure of fishing and harvesting. 

channelkeeper will continue to moni-
tor human activities in MPas through 
our MPA Watch volunteer monitoring 
program. the information we collect 
will help government agencies and 
scientists interpret how successful our 
MPas are at rebuilding fish popula-
tions, while also informing MPa man-
agement and enforcement.

we always need more volunteers to 
help with this important effort, so 
please contact us to learn more about 
MPA Watch and get involved.

in the field

Underwater 
Parks Are 
Working!  

Channelkeeper at the SB Library

throughout the month of march, channelkeeper is featured in a dis-
play case at the santa barbara central library. stop by the library for a 
refresher on actions you can take to keep our local watersheds clean, 
upcoming volunteer opportunities and to check out our new logo!
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for the tenth year in a row, chan-
nelkeeper hosted our ocean-themed 
juried student art show, “what the 
channel Means to Me.” the goal of 
the show, which is open to high school 
students from carpinteria to Goleta, 
is to inspire local youth to create art 
that celebrates the natural beauty and 
diversity of the santa barbara channel 
and for their art to inspire others in 
our community. 

art students from bishop Diego, 
san Marcos, Dos Pueblos and santa 
barbara high schools submitted more 
than 250 pieces to this year’s show. 

channelkeeper was thrilled to wel-
com four new members to our board 
of Directors this January. 

andy heller is a long-time envi-
ronmental advocate and has been 
involved with financial software for 
over 30 years, currently with cXo 
solutions. andy enjoys biking, swim-
ming, running and triathlons and is an 
avid scUba diver. 

betty noling is a former teacher and 
served for 8 years on the las Virgenes 
Unified District’s board of education.  
she also served for 10 years on the 
board of the santa barbara county 

our juror, catherine Gee from the 
santa barbara arts fund, selected 50 
pieces to be in the show as well as the 
prize winners. 

santa barbara county supervisor 
Janet wolf presented the winners 
with their awards and cash prizes – 
made possible by show sponsors cox 
communications, trillium enterprises, 
and the Montecito rotary club - at 
the opening exhibit on March 7th at 
the Jodi house Gallery. the show will 
remain on display at the Jodi house 
Gallery until april 4th, so go check out 
the incredible works of art created by 
local youth for our show.

court appointed special advocates 
(casa), including as the board Presi-
dent for 3 years. betty has worked 
extensively with community groups 
seeking to influence local government 
on issues related to the environment 
and unsustainable development. 

bruce reitherman has lived, worked 
and owned a business in santa bar-
bara for twenty years.  as founder 
of Pandion enterprises, Inc., an 
emmy award-winning nature docu-
mentary film production company, 
he honed his skills as a naturalist, 
animal behaviorist and communica-
tor.  In 2004 reitherman refocused his 

biologist training and now provides 
environmental consultation to clients 
in the greater santa barbara area.  
he currently serves as conservation 
Manager for the land trust for santa 
barbara county. 

Josh simmons is an attorney and 
Director of the santa Ynez chumash 
environmental office (sYceo).  
thanks to the sYceo’s accomplish-
ments, the santa Ynez chumash 
have been recognized as one of the 
“greenest” native american com-
munities in the Us.  Josh also serves 
on the santa barbara air Pollution 
control District’s community  

happenings

10th Annual
Student Art Show

Changes to the Channelkeeper Team

pearl shen | First Place Winner

art show winners

1st place: Pearl shen 
san Marcos high school 

2nd place: Vani winick 
santa barbara high school 

3rd place: Matthew freegard 
Dos Pueblos high school 

Jurors’ choice: loren Mcfarlane 
san Marcos high school 

environmental ethic: kristina Vucci
Dos Pueblos high school

honorable mentions: 

helen Yang  
Dos Pueblos high school

alyssa lane  
san Marcos high school 

Yazmin Duarte  
santa barbara high school 

natalie wyss  
Dos Pueblos high school 
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advisory committee, as co-leader of the economic al-
liance of northern santa barbara county’s alternative/
renewable energy and sustainability team, and as a 
volunteer ski patroller.

as we welcome these outstanding individuals to our 
team, we must also bid farewell to others.

David cowan recently stepped down from the channel-
keeper board after six years of service. David is a talented 
graphic designer with his own company, cowan com-
munication arts, and recently took the reins as the chief 
communications administrator for the Goleta water Dis-
trict. David chaired our Public relations committee and 

happenings

 blue whale — $5,000  sea otter — $500  snowy Plover — $50  

 Dolphin   — $2,500  Great blue heron — $250  Garibaldi — $25 

 sea lion — $1,000  steelhead — $100  other  

 enclosed is my check payable to santa barbara channelkeeper

 Please charge my credit card:

Visa/Mc #      exp date 
                 
signature       3 digit security code          

Phone      email  

I would like to make a monthly pledge of $

My company (  ) has a matching gift program 

thIs GIft Is
 In honor of:    In memory of:  

 contact me for planned giving   contact me to volunteer   send me the newsletter

Santa Barbara Channelkeeper is a 501(c)(3) non-profit public benefit organization.  
Donations are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowable by law. Tax ID# 91-215460 

www.sbck.orgyes! i want to
support santa barbara 
channelkeeper

Betty Noling Bruce Reitherman Josh Simmons

Ken Falstrom

David Cowan

Andy Heller

was instrumental in the redesign of channelkeeper’s new 
logo and brand. thank you, David, for your gifts of creativity 
and commitment to channelkeeper! 

ken falstrom, one of channelkeeper’s founders, also re-
cently stepped down after serving on our board for nearly 
13 years. fortunately he hasn’t gone far, and now sits on 
our advisory council. ken has recently stepped up his Mas-
ter Gardener activities, including working on a project with 
the food bank to provide guidance to participants to grow 
their own vegetables on patios and other spaces. Many, 
many thanks to ken for all he has done for channelkeeper 
since we were born!



13th annual blue water ball 
april 6th

channelkeeper is thrilled to announce that 
Yvon chouinard, founder and owner of Pata-
gonia, Inc. will be joining us at our 13th annual 
blue water ball as we pay tribute to Patagonia 
for its trailblazing environmental leadership. 
steve Gaines, Dean of the bren school for envi-
ronmental science and Management at Ucsb 
(and a member of channelkeeper’s advisory 
council), will present our tribute to Patagonia. 

Please join us on saturday, april 6th from 
5-9:30  pm at the beautiful Montecito country 
club for the celebration of the year! there will 
be fine local wines and hors d’oeuvres, live mu-
sic by soul biscuit, an amazing silent auction, 
dinner and dessert, and lots of other fun and 
exciting surprises. this is one event you will not 
want to miss!

contact channelkeeper today to become 
an event sponsor, donate auction items, 
volunteer at the event, or reserve your tickets 
or table. email info@sbck.org or call us at 805-
563-3377 ext. 0. we look forward to seeing 
you there!

stream team
stream team is channelkeeper’s volunteer-
based water quality monitoring program. 
every month, volunteers join channelkeeper 

staff to test for common water quality param-
eters at numerous sites in the Ventura river 
and Goleta Valley watersheds. come join us 
to help protect our local waterways; we will 
be sampling in Ventura on saturdays at 9 am 
and in Goleta on sundays at 10 am.  Upcoming 
dates are april 6 and 7, May 4 and 5, June 1 and 
2, July 13 and 14, and august 3 and 4. email us 
at info@sbck.org or call 805.563.3377 ext. 0 
for more information.

west beach clean-up 
april 27th
Please join us on saturday, april 27th from 
10 am - 12 noon to help clean up west beach 
(our adopted beach). cleanup supplies and 
drinks will be provided, but help us create 
less waste by bringing your own bucket or 
container to collect trash and gloves if you 
have them.  email info@sbck.org or call 
805.563.3377 ext. 0 for more information.

Upcoming eVents
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