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FROM THE HELM
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper mourns 
and offers our deepest condolences 
to the families and friends of those 
impacted by the Conception dive boat 
fire on September 2nd. 

Those lost in this tragedy perished 
while visiting and exploring a place that 
we love and cherish, the Santa Barbara 
Channel, aboard a vessel that regularly 
supported Channelkeeper’s education 
and outreach initiatives. Many of the 
excursions that we’ve spearheaded to 
enable SCUBA divers to explore our awe-
inspiring marine protected areas were 
hosted from the deck of the Conception. The vessel and its crew have served an 
important role in enabling locals and visitors alike to access the Santa Barbara 
Channel and its underwater treasures. We consider our local dive and ocean 
recreation outfitters and their customers as friends and family, and we are 
deeply saddened by the loss of so many of their lives. Our hearts, thoughts, 
and prayers go out to all who have been affected by this terrible tragedy, which 
once again hit us all too close to home.

714 Bond Avenue
Santa Barbara, CA  93103

tel 805.563.3377

info@sbck.org
www.sbck.org

KIRA REDMOND | Executive Director

Board of Directors
Mike Wondolowski 
President
Carla Tomson
Vice President
Hank Mitchel
Treasurer
Ken Falstrom 
Secretary

Scott Carrington
Katharine Gerhardt
Blaine Lando
Sherry Madsen
Brad Newton
Bruce Reitherman
Kathleen Rogers
Jeff Phillips
John Simpson
Randy Solakian
Jack Stapelmann

Staff
Kira Redmond 
Executive Director
Penny Owens 
Education & Community Outreach Director 
Ben Pitterle 
Science & Policy Director
Molly Troup 
Science & Policy Associate
Debra McCarty  
Development Director
Amanda Kelley
Communications Coordinator

Advisory Council
Michael S. Brown  
President

David Anderson
Michael Crooke
Dan Emmett
Rae Emmett
Steven Gaines
Holly Sherwin
Robert Warner
Bob Wilkinson

Our mission is to protect and restore the 
Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds 

through science-based advocacy,  
education, field work and enforcement

Channelkeeper is Turning 20!
It’s hard to believe it’s been nearly 20 years since a small group of 
visionaries joined forces to spearhead the creation of a grassroots 
watchdog and advocate for clean beaches, creeks and watersheds 
along the South Coast that would eventually become Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper, but time flies when you’re having fun!

Channelkeeper will celebrate our 20th anniversary throughout 2020, 
and we invite you to join the party, because we’ll also be celebrating 
you! Through a series of fun events and outreach initiatives, we will 
reflect back on our clean water victories over the past two decades, 
provide opportunities for our constituents to explore and connect 
with the waterways and watersheds we love and protect, and honor 
and appreciate those who have helped Channelkeeper become such 
a strong and effective force for clean water – including you! We 
look forward to celebrating this important milestone with you and 
sharing our vision and plans to make even bigger waves to advance 
the health and sustainability of our beloved waterways in the future, 
so stay tuned!
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Case Against Offshore Fracking Gains Steam 
Channelkeeper and the Environmental 
Defense Center (EDC) are unwavering 
in our commitment to protect wildlife 
and the environment from fracking 
in the Santa Barbara Channel, and 
our perseverance is paying off. In late 
2016, we filed a lawsuit against two 
federal agencies for approving permits 
for fracking, acidizing, and other “well 
stimulation techniques” (WSTs) from oil 
platforms offshore of California without 
first completing a full environmental 
impact assessment and consulting with 
federal wildlife agencies on potential 
impacts to endangered and threatened 
species, as required by the National 

Restoring 
Flows in 
the Ventura 
River

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
and Endangered Species Act. 

First we overcame the feds’ attempt 
to have our lawsuit dismissed, 
and then, in November 2018, 
we prevailed on our Endangered 
Species Act claims, which prompted 
a court-ordered moratorium on the 
approval of any new permits for 
the use of WSTs until the requisite 
process of consultation with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service is complete. 
The court also ruled that the 
agencies violated the Coastal Zone 
Management Act by failing to allow 

continued on page 7

The Ventura River and the wildlife 
that rely on it are in serious 
jeopardy, and Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper just won a big 
round in our long-fought battle to 
save it. 

For many years, the City of Ventura 
has pumped so much water out of 
the Ventura River that its value as 
critical habitat for the endangered 
steelhead trout and other aquatic 
life has all but dried up, so 
Channelkeeper is leveraging the 
law to bring it back from the brink. 
And we’re succeeding. 

Our legal and public pressure 
ultimately brought the City of 
Ventura, State Water Resources 
Control Board, California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
and other pumpers to the table 
for the first time ever to negotiate 
a plan that ensures there is 
water in the river for fish. We’ve 
secured binding commitments 
from the City to remove fish 
passage barriers in the river and to 
reduce or curtail its pumping and 

diversion of water from the river 
when flows diminish during dry 
times to help protect steelhead 
for an interim period until a longer 
term solution is developed.

The Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and State Water Board 
are also currently completing 
scientific studies that will 
determine precisely how much 
flow is needed in the river to 
protect steelhead. These studies 
will serve as the basis for a long-
term science-based solution that 
ensures sufficient flows in the river 
to sustain healthy steelhead and 
other wildlife while also meeting 
the community’s water needs in 
the future. 

Our fight for water for the Ventura 
River is not over, but our goal to 
establish a binding, science-based 
process that balances the needs of 
the river with other uses has come 
to fruition, and Channelkeeper will 
have a seat at the table to ensure 
that the river has a voice as the 
process moves forward.  

ENFORCEMENT
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ADVOCACY

The Carpinteria Valley Water 
District has proposed to build a 
$21 million water reclamation 
project to create a new, drought-
proof source of potable water 
for Carpinteria. The proposed 
Carpinteria Advanced Purification 
Project would produce 
approximately 1,000 acre feet per 
year of drinking water – about 
one quarter of the service area’s 
demand  – from highly treated 
recycled wastewater. (One acre 
foot equals 325,851 gallons of 
water. The average California 
household uses between ½-1 
acre foot per year.) The treated 
wastewater would be injected into 
the groundwater aquifer and then 
later pumped out and retreated 
before being distributed through 
the potable water delivery system 
to homes and businesses. 

This type of project is known 
as “indirect potable reuse” and 
utilizes scientifically proven 
technology that has been used for 
many years throughout California 
and the US, including the 
Orange County Water District’s 
Groundwater Replenishment 
System, the world’s largest 
advanced water purification 
system for potable reuse, which 
came online in 2008 and produces 
up to 100 million gallons per day 
of high-quality drinking water for 
nearly 850,000 residents. 

Given our changing climate and 
the likelihood of more frequent 
and severe droughts on the 
horizon, Channelkeeper believes 
recycling wastewater for reuse 
as potable water is critical to a 
more sustainable water future 
for our region. We’ve promoted 
it as a superior alternative to 
desalination, which requires 

far more energy (and thus 
greenhouse gas emissions) to 
produce, and which kills massive 
numbers of marine organisms 
when open ocean intakes - such 
as those feeding Santa Barbara’s 
desalination plant - are used. In 
contrast, recycling wastewater 
benefits the marine environment 
by reducing the amount of treated 
sewage we dump into the ocean 
and turning it into a valuable new 
source of drinking water. 

Channelkeeper submitted 
comments on the draft 
Environmental Impact Report to 
voice support for the Carpinteria 

                        Recycled Water Coming to Carpinteria
Advanced Purification Project 
while recommending heightened 
monitoring and public notification 
procedures to track and report on 
levels of contaminants of emerging 
concern, which can be present in 
recycled water and can be harmful 
to human health. The project will be 
subject to strict regulations to ensure 
that the produced drinking water is 
safe for human consumption. 

Following environmental review, 
engineering design and applications 
for government loans and grants, 
construction of the project is 
expected to begin in 2021 and be 
complete in 2023. 
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Recycling wastewater benefits the marine environment by 
reducing the amount of treated sewage we dump into the ocean 
and turning it into a valuable new source of drinking water.
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ADVOCACY

Plastic has been found in the deepest 
parts of the world’s oceans, in arctic 
ice, in rainwater, and even in drinking 
water. Scientists are still conducting 
research to understand the extent of 
its impacts on humans, but we already 
have seen its devastating impacts on 
wildlife.

In addition to hosting beach and 
creek clean-ups to prevent plastic 
and other trash from polluting the 
ocean, Channelkeeper has also been 
advocating for laws to reduce the use 
of single-use plastic for more than a 
decade. The plastic and compostable 
straw ban that we successfully lobbied 
the City of Santa Barbara to enact went 
into effect on July 1st. (Compostable 
straws have similar impacts on wildlife 
as plastic straws and are currently 
not accepted in local commercial 
composting programs.) This past spring 
Carpinteria also adopted stronger 
plastic reduction policies that will 
enter into effect in January 2020. We 
have also been lobbying the County of 
Santa Barbara and the City of Goleta 
to adopt similar policies to reduce our 
plastic footprint. 

Single-use plastic bans are a great 
first step, but further action is 
needed to address the massive 
problem of plastic pollution and the 
way we use plastic in its many forms. 
Currently, it is estimated that 40% 
of all plastic produced worldwide 
is for single-use packaging. This 
past year, the California Legislature 
considered two bills, Senate Bill 54 
and Assembly Bill 1080, together 
called the California Plastic 
Pollution Reduction Act, which 
would have set statewide targets 
to reduce waste from single-use 
plastic products and packaging by 
75% by 2030, thereby requiring 
manufacturers to make less of it 
in the first place and ensuring that 
the rest can actually be recycled or 
composted.  Unfortunately, the bills 
failed to pass through the legislative 
process, but they became two-year 
bills and will be taken up again in 
the next session.  

Governor Newsom signed other 
legislation this summer which 
will advance the use of reusable 

to-go containers.  Once this 
law enters into effect in 2020, 
customers will be able to bring 
their own reusable containers 
for take-out food and drinks at 
food service establishments once 
they’ve adopted the law’s required 
procedures to ensure cleanliness 
and safety.  

Recycling in the US has changed 
a great deal over the past year 
since China is no longer accepting 
contaminated recycling. Much 
of the plastic that we thought 
was being recycled in China was 
actually being incinerated in small, 
unregulated facilities, while only 
the most valuable items were in fact 
being recycled. Unlike aluminum 
cans or glass bottles, which can 
be recycled into the same items, 
recycled plastic is not as strong 
as virgin plastic and cannot be 
recycled into the same item it was 
previously, but is down-cycled and 
mixed with virgin plastic material to 
make new products. 

As a result of the recent changes 
in the recycling market, the list of 
which materials can be placed in 
blue recycling bins in the Santa 
Barbara area has been updated. 
Only the following materials are 
now being accepted: clean and dry 
metal (no liquids or food), #1 and #2 
plastics (greater than 6”), all paper 
(but no pizza boxes, even the lids), 
and all glass containers (no food 
or liquid). All items must be clean, 
empty, dry, and loose (not bagged). 

The best single-use plastic item is 
the one you don’t use! Thank you 
for doing your part to help keep 
plastic out of our waste stream and 
oceans. Every little bit counts! 

Tackling Plastic

Channelkeeper’s Education and Community Outreach Director Penny Owens spoke 
at a press conference to voice our support for the California Plastic Pollution 
Reduction Act, which would set statewide targets to reduce waste from single-use 
plastic products and packaging by 75% by 2030. 

Visit sbck.org/film-plastic 
to learn about our film 

plastic recycling program 
with Ablitt’s Fine Cleaners 

and the Community 
Environmental Council
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Cruise Control
Up until about 15 years ago, 
Santa Barbara used to host only 
a few cruise ships a year. Then 
the City began actively courting 
the cruise industry to make 
Santa Barbara a more frequent 
stop on their itineraries, and 
as a result, we now see these 
massive ships anchored outside 
the harbor upwards of 30 days 
per year. Ever since this spike in 
cruise ship visits, Channelkeeper 
has been patrolling the Santa 
Barbara Channel when they’re 
here and reminding the cruise 
captains of the no-dumping rules 
they’re required to comply with. 
We’ve also lobbied City leaders 

to keep a watchful eye on the 
liners’ environmental practices, 
because the cruise industry has a 
checkered past when it comes to 
environmental stewardship and 
compliance. 

Despite the fact that clean 
oceans are absolutely critical 
to their success, several cruise 
companies have been found 
guilty of violating environmental 
laws over the years, including 
some highly egregious cases 
involving deliberate and ongoing 
dumping of pollutants into the 
ocean. In a recent example, 
Princess Cruise Lines paid a 
record $40 million penalty and 

was put on probation in 2016 for 
illegally dumping oil-contaminated 
waste from a ship in UK and US ports 
and falsifying documents to hide the 
acts from authorities. Its probation 
required the company to implement 
a court-supervised environmental 
compliance program to oversee 
cruise ships from Princess and 
seven other Carnival Cruise Lines 
subsidiaries, subject to independent 
audits. An April 2019 governmental 
audit showed they failed to comply 
with the environmental program, 
including by dumping plastic from 
a ship in December 2018, so the 
court recently ordered Princess 
to pay an additional $20 million in 
criminal penalties and to be subject 
to enhanced supervision.

Upon learning this news, 
Channelkeeper testified before the 
Harbor Commission, notified City 
Council, and met with the Waterfront 
Department to express concern 
and to urge them to take action 
to ensure that Princess and other 
cruise lines do not pollute the Santa 
Barbara Channel. The Waterfront 
Department subsequently organized 
a meeting between Channelkeeper 
and several representatives of 
Princess Cruise Lines to discuss our 
concerns and options for how they 
might address them.  

IN THE FIELD 

continued on page 8
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IN THE FIELD 

Channelkeeper loves to share the 
unique and extraordinary wonders 
of the Santa Barbara Channel with 
local youth through “Seafari” 
experiential education cruises on 
our boat, the R/V Channelkeeper. On 
a Seafari, we take groups of kids on a 
free, two-hour cruise along the Santa 
Barbara coast, where they learn 
about the rich biodiversity of the 
Santa Barbara Channel, its primary 
threats, and ways to conserve 
and protect it. Channelkeeper’s 
scientifically trained SCUBA divers 
provide passengers with a unique 
live tour of a kelp forest by using an 
underwater communications system 
and video camera connected to a 
monitor on the boat, while our on-

deck scientist interprets what 
they’re witnessing beneath the 
surface. 

This past summer, Channelkeeper 
shared this exhilarating on-
the-water experience with 118 
students and their chaperones, 
bringing our total to nearly 100 

cruises for over 700 youth since 
we launched the program in 2014. 
Our aim is to provide this impactful 
experience to underserved and 
at-risk youth who may lack the 
means or opportunity to get out 
on the water. We’ve partnered 
with several youth mentorship and 
enrichment programs, including 
the Turner Foundation, Peoples’ 
Self-Help Housing, Girls Inc., Santa 
Barbara School of Squash, Boys 
& Girls Club, Youth Interactive, 
Santa Barbara Museum of Natural 
History, and Casa de la Raza, to 
host cruises for their kids. If you 
have a group in mind for a Seafari, 
please contact Penny Owens, 
Channelkeeper’s Education and 
Community Outreach Director, at 
penny@sbck.org or 805.563.3377 
ext. 4.

Seafari Cruises - Getting Kids Out on the Water

the California Coastal Commission to 
review potential harms to the State’s 
coastal zone. The Commission’s review 
will include a full public comment and 
hearing process, and Channelkeeper 
and EDC will participate in that process.

Channelkeeper and EDC won another 
round this past April when the court 
denied a request filed by oil company 
DCOR for a special exemption from the 
moratorium so it could secure permits 
to utilize WSTs at Platform Gilda (9 

Case Against Offshore Fracking Gains Steam continued from page 3

miles offshore of Rincon). Then 
in May, the American Petroleum 
Institute, an intervenor in the case, 
filed an appeal to challenge the 
court’s partial ruling in our favor. 
Channelkeeper and EDC responded 
by opposing their appeal and filing 
our own appeal in attempt to 
reverse the court’s unfavorable 
ruling on our NEPA claims. Our goal 
is to compel the federal agencies 
to conduct a full environmental 

review of the impacts of WSTs on 
the environment, including air and 
water pollution, as well as harm to 
marine and coastal wildlife, such as 
the threatened Southern sea otter 
and Western snowy plover.

The court set a schedule for the 
parties to file briefs on both appeals 
which extends through December of 
this year, so we anticipate rulings on 
the appeals sometime in early 2020. 
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Connecting the Community to 
Marine Protected Areas

IN THE FIELD 

This summer, Channelkeeper 
organized an excursion for 40 
recreational SCUBA divers to 
explore the Naples and Campus 
Point Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs) off our coast. MPAs are 
proven, effective tools to protect 
and restore marine species and 
ecosystems, but they’re also 
good for eco-tourism because 
they give people a chance 
to experience pristine ocean 
ecosystems firsthand, while also 
creating a niche market for ocean 
recreation businesses.

Channelkeeper works hard to 
connect our community and 
local businesses to the extensive 
network of MPAs in the Santa 

Barbara Channel to raise awareness 
and build support for the critical 
protections these special areas 
offer. We’ve created interactive dive 
maps for the Naples and Campus 
Point MPAs to help divers and 
others access and experience these 
breathtaking underwater parks, and 
we’ve partnered with several local 
ocean recreation businesses to bring 
divers, paddlers and recreational 
fishermen to learn about and explore 
these special places along our coast. 
Please visit  www.sbck.org/mpa 
to download our MPA dive maps, 
view underwater video footage 
of local MPAs, and learn about 
future opportunities to explore and 
support your MPAs!

The Princess representatives 
explained the environmental 
compliance efforts they’re 
now undertaking as a result of 
their probation and promised 
to follow up with more 
detailed information in writing. 
Channelkeeper expressed 

our view that the company 
should go above and beyond 
to provide our community with 
additional assurances that their 
ships will respect the unique 
and extraordinary marine 
environment of the Santa 
Barbara Channel.  We followed 

up and expect to hear back from 
them soon, and we will continue to 
press the company and City leaders 
to ensure that cruise ships do not 
dump their waste into our Channel. 
We encourage any readers who 
share these concerns to do the same. 

Cruise Control continued from page 6

Stacey Janik
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IN THE FIELD 

Thanks to generous support from 
our community, Channelkeeper 
continues to collect regular water 
quality samples at Rincon Point to 
help protect the health of surfers 
and other ocean users. Throughout 
the summer we’ve collected weekly 
samples and tested them for levels 
of Enterococci, a type of fecal 
indicator bacteria that indicates the 
likely presence of other bacteria 
that can make people sick. 

Supplementing Ventura County’s 
Monday samples, Channelkeeper 
conducts our weekly sampling on 

How’s the Water Quality at Rincon?  
Thursday mornings and posts our 
results online on Friday mornings 
so weekend beach-goers can 
make informed decisions about 
recreating at the beach. Once 
the rainy season starts, we will 
increase our sampling frequency 
to three times a week, since the 
water tends to be more polluted 
when storms generate runoff 
that sends land-based sources of 
pollution to the ocean. Check our 
website at www.sbck.org for the 
latest results to get the skinny 
before you dip! 

Channelkeeper is seeking volunteers in the Carpinteria 
area to help us collect and process Rincon Beach water 
quality samples. Please contact us at (805) 563.3377 to 

learn more.

Channelkeeper recently initiated 
a new offshore monitoring project 
to assess water quality impacts 
caused by Santa Barbara County’s 
dumping of mud into the surf zone 
at Goleta Beach. The County Flood 
Control District utilized Goleta and 
Carpinteria Beaches to dispose of 
mud and other sediments in the 
emergency aftermath of the January 
2018 mudslides that devastated 
the community of Montecito. The 
County continued to dump sediment 
dredged from local debris basins 
onto these beaches during 2019 as 
well, and has stated its intent to 
make this a routine practice moving 
forward.

Channelkeeper is monitoring Goleta 
Bay before, during, and after beach 
dumping operations so we can more 
thoroughly assess the impacts of 
this intensive and unnatural activity 
on water quality and marine life. 

Monitoring Goleta Bay for Impacts of Beach Mud Dumping

Samples collected over the 
past two years indicate that 
prolonged dumping activities 
can cause exceedances of 
water quality standards for 
concentrations of fecal indicator 
bacteria and ammonia offshore. 
We’ve also documented that 
beach mud dumping decreases 
water clarity, which may impact 

recreation and marine life for 
prolonged periods. 

Channelkeeper will continue to 
compile and share the data we’re 
collecting with the County and 
state water agencies to ensure 
that adequate measures are 
taken to protect water quality 
and marine life from these 
operations  in the future.

Taking samples of mud dumped at Goleta Beach following the 2018 mudslides. 
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OUR SUPPORTERS

BLUE WHALE
$10,000 & UP
David & Lyn Anderson
Ashish & Leslie Bhutani
Campbell Foundation
Doug Campbell
Yvon Chouinard
Dancing Tides Foundation
Edison International
Dan & Rae Emmett
City of Goleta
Blaine & Valerie Lando
Marisla Foundation
Richard & Marilyn Mazess
Hank & Mari Mitchel
John C. Mithun Foundation
Samuel B. & Margaret C. 
     Mosher Foundation
Patagonia Inc.
Resources Legacy Fund
Jack & Judy Stapelmann

DOLPHIN
$5,000-$9,999
Charla Brown & Robert 
     Burnett
Williams Corbett Foundation
Crawford Idema Family 
     Foundation
Deckers Outdoor Corporation
Diskant Family Foundation
Karen & Jackson Frishman
The Harleen Family
Packy & Ty Jones
Terry Kleid
MarBorg Industries
Mike & Betty Noling
Raintree Foundation
Ira & Edgra Ringler 
     Family Foundation
Riviera Towel Company
Tony & Kyra Rogers
SeaVees
Randall & Roxanna Solakian
Surf Industry Manufacturers 
     Association (SIMA)
Towbes Foundation

SEA LION
$1,000-$4,999
PD & Rebecca Adams
Advanced Veterinary 
      Specialists
Scott & Ann Allan
The Alper Family Foundation
Mickey Babcock
Larry & Wendy Barels
Lynda Blue
Kevin Bourke
Melissa Bower
Wendel Bruss
Teresa Burgess
Capital Group Co.
     Charitable Foundation
Louise & Tim Casey
Cate School
Seabridge Marina
Darlene & Sam Chirman
Coastal Fund
Michael Crooke & Amy Dozier
Anne & Larry Crowe
Paul & Downing Denison
Betsy Denison

Daniel Emmett 
     & Henri Bristol
Nancy Even & Joel Ohlgren
Kenneth Falstrom 
     & Kerry Shaughnessy
First Republic Bank
Jackie & Dennis Fox
Celeste Kamae-Gale 
     & Bruce Gale
Nancy & Ken Goldsholl
Doug Green
Brad Hall 
     & Julia Louis-Dreyfus Hall
HG Insights
Mark Holmgren
Nancy & Tom Hussey
Sean & Dorie Hutchinson
Karpeles Manuscript 
     Museum*
Craig & Sherry Madsen
Ron & Donna Melville
Mission Wealth
Montecito Bank & Trust
William P. Neil Foundation
Denise Nelson
New Belgium Brewing 
     Company
NEWS Label
Gail Osherenko 
     & Oran Young
Sheri & Jack Overall
Richard Powell 
     & Julie Ringler
Larry & Laura Ragan
John & Cindy Ray
Ted Rhodes & Joni Pascal
Tim Robinson & Talli Larrick
Kathleen Rogers
Santa Barbara 
     City College Foundation
Santa Ynez Band of Chumash 
     Indians Foundation
Rick & Joan Schmidt
Jean Schuyler
Joel & Joanne Shefflin
Holly, Lanny & Alec Sherwin
Connie Smith
Steele Family Foundation
Stel, LLC
Stradling, Yocca, Carlson 
     & Raught Attorneys at Law
Sustainable Vine
TCIG Pacific Insurance 
     Services
Mark & Kali Thatcher
Anne Smith Towbes
Trillium Enterprises
University of California 
     Santa Barbara
Ed & Nadia Van Wingerden
Richard Wallach
Victoria Ward
Robert Warner 
     & Isabel Downs
shops@waterline
Lynda Weinman 
     & Bruce Heavin
Mike & Diane Wondolowski
Xtensifi LLC
Jana Young
Alex & Gina Ziegler

SEA OTTER
$500-$999
Aris Alexander
Holly & Neil Alper

Bank of America 
     Charitable Foundation
Sheila Batson 
     & Winfred Van Wingerden
Maria & Stephen Black
Derek Booth & 
     Stephanie Moret
Tara Brown
Mary Bucholtz 
     & Jon McCammond
Scott Carrington
Jim & Gunilla DeArkland
Steven Gaines 
     & Peggy Lubchenco
Nels & Katharine Gerhardt
John Paul Mitchell Systems
Sue Hollingsworth 
Santa Barbara Home 
     Improvement Center
Tom & Ami Kearns
Sharon Keigher 
     & Libe Washburn
Roger & Analise Kjensrud
Jeff Kuyper & Holly Blackwell
Dorothy Largay
Robert Lindquist
Nohl Martin
Sharon Metsch
Jordan Neysmith
Kira & Justin Redmond
Jim Ryerson Environmental 
     Foundation
Sheryl & Barry Schwartz
Kim Sherwin
Michael Sherwin
George Sherwin
Gary Simpson
Tracey Singh
Jennifer Steinwurtzel 
     & Taylor Goggin
Luke Swetland
Shaun & Carla Tomson
Unitarian Society of 
     Santa Barbara
Ventura County Office of 
     Education
Ventura Land Trust 
Ventura Surf Club
Theresa & Julian Weissglass
Mike & Lexine Yurcho
Jules Zimmer
Zog Industries

GREAT BLUE 
HERON
$250-$499
David & Susan Allen
Lee Appleton
Amy Baird
Bill & Karen Benjamin
Susan Block
Michael Brown 
     & Laura Malakoff
Mark Brzezinski 
     & Margaret O’Brien
Congressman Salud Carbajal
John Chuck
Anthony & Alana Clumeck
Margaret Connell
Daniel & Molly Cooper
Sallie & Curt Coughlin
Mike Cutcliff
Stan Darrow
Robert Dautch
Sally & Terry Eagle

Hyla Fetler & Tracy Fernandez
Diane & Chris Gabriel
Gregory Harrison
Santa Barbara County 
     Supervisor Gregg Hart
Amy Holbrook
Loyd Hutchins
Marty Ingraham
Palmer & Susan Jackson
Marian Jones
Travis & Amanda Lee
Cecile Lyons
Megan & Kevin Marble
Marc McGinnis
Barbara Menne
Stephen & Jane Murray
Paul Petrich, Jr.
Christine & Richard Philbrick
Jeff & Mandy Phillips
Virginia Pollack
David & Cris Prichard
Bruce Reitherman & Erika Hill
Rick & Jennifer Ridgeway
Melissa Riparetti-Stepien
Marsha & Al Roberson
Michel Saint-Sulpice
John & Cynthia Sanger
Steve & Olivia Starkey
Thomas & Barbara Stevens
Larry Stone
Carl & Nola Stucky
Third Window Brewing 
     Company
Elizabeth Toro & Mark Hauser
Lila Trachtenberg 
     & George Handler
Elizabeth Weber
Candace White
Wildcat Lounge Inc.
Brett Williams
Steve & Jill Zanolli

STEELHEAD
$100-$249
Peter & Lynne Abbey
Jim Balsitis & Kathleen Kalp
Christopher & Molly Barnes
Kevin Barrett
Mary Pat Barry
Vera & Donald Bensen
Adriana Blue
Cynthia Brock
Browne Accounting, LLC
Dani & David Brusius
John & Linda Callender
Jack & Sylvia Camiel
Gary & Geri Ann Campopiano
Melinda Carlson
Charles Carter
Ocean Jewel SB
Nelson Clark
Michael Cohen
William & Renee Curtis
Andrew & Adrianne Davis
Donald & Linda Denton
Wendy Eales
Tyler & Katherine Emmett
Linda Kay Fisher
Richard & Miriam Flacks
Bill & Crissi Fletcher
John & Marie Foley
Wendy Foster
Terry Fountain
Georgia Funsten
Teddy Gasser
Erik & Sandy Gregersen

Stephen & Chelsey Harding
Paul Phillips & Judy Hawkins
Letitia Haynes
Lee Heller
Kathryn Walper Henry
James & Marianne Henry
Linda Hillman
Jim Hodgson & Sharyn Main
Jean Barrows Holmes
Richard & Nina Hunt
Rob Hunt
Tom Jacobs 
     & Cassandra Ensberg
Jean Kaplan
Jennifer & Niall Kelly
Jonathan Koehn
Linda Krop
Kristin Larson
Vicky Blum & David Lebell
Lisa Leombruni
Jon & Sue Lewis
Jacqueline & Ronald Lincoln
Michael Marzolla
Kevin Miller
Dave Moore
Gregory Moore
Mitchell Morehart
Judith Muller
Catherine Mullin
Mark & Shira Musicant
Brad & Jeanne Nelson
Lee Neuenschwander
Joel Orr
Everett Lee Patterson
Ralphs Grocery Company
S.G. Rawner
Peter Robinson
Clifford Rodrigues
Alexander Sack
Santa Barbara Maritime 
     Museum
Carol & Donald Schireson
Thelma Schmidhauser
Samantha Sennett
Michael Sheehy
Evely Laser Shlensky 
     & Rabbi Ira Youdovin
Joseph & Susan Skenderian
Wendy Smith
Anne Sprecher
Gregory Stamos
James Stilwell
Patricia Stone-Damen
Laura Sugino & John Ford
Ted Tedesco
Timothy & Martha Townsend
Steven Trainoff 
     & Gretchen Beckert
Laura Von Dracek
Karl Weis 
     & Kristen Klingbeil- Weis
Dean White
Santa Barbara County 
     Supervisor Das Williams
Judith & George Writer
Larry Yuva & Carol Smith

SNOWY 
PLOVER
$50-$99
Kelly Almeida
AmazonSmile
Deborah Artz
Brooke Ashworth
Valerie Bentz

Robert Burnett
Gwen Cain
Arthur Carter
Justine Celli
Mona & William Chapin
Emily Chase
Marcos Chiappe
Caldecot Chubb
Casondra Cunningham
Mary Davis
Martha Degasis
Jennifer Eisert
Tom Evans
Steven & Sally Faulstich
Robert & Elene Franco
Carla Frisk & Jeff Newton
Andrew & Konnie Gault
Sally Gill
Douglas Hall 
Greater Horizons
Khara Horning
Kenneth Hough
Michelle Howard
Dewey & Linda Hull
Sue Irwin
Barbara Janelle
Donald Kress
David Landecker
Erika Lindemann
James Little
Paul Margolis
Janice Martin
John Maulhardt
John & Carolyn McCoy
Cal & Peggy Meuser
Jeff Miner
Tom & Kim Modugno
Cindy Moore 
     & Scott Spaulding
Carl Nielsen
Jeff Overeem
Patti Pagliei & John Simpson
Gary Paine
William Paxson 
     & Lynne Sherman
Lindsay Phillips
Valerie & David Powdrell
Gail Rappaport
Sarah Raskin
Realty Income Corporation
Kevin Scott
John Shane
Mark Srednicki 
     & Eloise Uranga
Lynne Elisabeth Stark
Joshua Stewart
Kate Thompson
Topa Topa Brewing Company
Scott Waters
Jinny Webber
Gilbert & Dorene White

GARIBALDI
UP TO $49
Patricia Adams
Robyn Beadle
Barbara Bonadeo
Sharon & John Broberg
Ann Bromfield 
     & Lyndal Laughrin
Jeffrey Bruhn
Margaret & Stevan Bushey
Lois Capps
Marianne Caston
Caitlin Cavanaugh

Thank You to Our Donors October 2018 - September 2019

* In-kind donation
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HAPPENINGS

There are many types of charitable 
gifts with substantial tax advantages. 
We encourage you to contact your 
professional tax advisor about how best to 
structure a gift for your needs. For more 
information, please call (805) 563.3377 
ext. 2 or email debra@sbck.org.

Do you believe clean beaches, a healthy 
ocean, and safe and sustainable water 
supplies will always be essential? 
Working with your financial advisor, you 
can make a gift to Channelkeeper now or 
in the future to protect these precious 
resources for generations to come. 
Please consider the following when 
planning your legacy:

• Bequests: Remember Channelkeeper 
in your will through cash or property 
bequests.

• QCDs: Donate with Qualified 
Charitable Distributions (QCDs) 
from your IRA and you’ll receive the 
functional equivalent of an income tax 
charitable deduction, even if you don’t 
itemize. The qualifying age is 70 ½ at the 
time of distribution, and you can give 
up to $100,000 per year per individual 
plan. Your IRA custodian must distribute 
the gift directly to Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper. 

• CRTs: With a Charitable Remainder 
Trust (CRT), appreciated assets are 
placed in an irrevocable trust, which 
the trust may invest or sell to provide 
income to the donor for life. Ultimately, 
the assets become the property of 
Channelkeeper, while providing current 
tax savings to the donor.

• Appreciated Assets: Appreciated 
assets such as real estate, stocks, bonds 
or securities can be donated and tax 
benefits realized from the donation 
without paying tax on capital gains.

Channelkeeper’s website is getting a much-needed overhaul to make it 
more interactive and user-friendly. Our new site will feature improved 
compatibility with mobile devices, a sleek modern design, easy to use 
action alerts, and an intuitive navigation structure to help you find all 
kinds of useful information about water in the Santa Barbara Channel 
and its watersheds faster and easier. Check us out at www.sbck.org in 
early December when we launch the new site!

New Website Coming Soon!

Intern Spotlight
Channelkeeper provides valuable 
environmental work experience 
and mentorship to college 
students through our internship 
program, and we’re extremely 
grateful for the assistance and 
support they provide for our 
programs. This summer we 
welcomed a new intern, Alia 
Ajina, a fourth year environmental 
studies major at UCSB who assists 
with our monthly Stream Team 
volunteer water quality program 
in Goleta and Ventura. Alia is an 
avid water woman who surfs on 
the UCSB surf team, teaches surf 
and kayak lessons, and guided 
rafting trips on the Kern River this 
past summer. Welcome aboard 
and many thanks to Alia and all 
our other superstar interns, past 
and present!

Alia taking notes and tracking data 
during a Stream Team event.

Leaving a Legacy 
of Clean Water

Clare Chandler
Jenna Cheney
Richard & Jo Ann 
Chenovick
Richard Cirincione
Mayra Delagadillo
Robert Denholtz
Don & Catherine Dishion
Joe Doyle
Jenna Driscoll
Michelle Edlinger
Alice Edwards
Bryan Elbert
Gina Fischer 
     & Josh Anderson
Saira Fuentes
Nathan Garcia

Walker Gareri
Karen Gilsdorf
Amy Gish
Molly Gordon
Elizabeth Graham
Genny Guillermo
Judith Guillermo-Newton
Jeff Hanes
John Hansen
Emily Hardison
Sarah Hearon
Thomas & Anne Heck
Sherman 
     & Camille Herrick
Rick Hibbs & Karin Nelson
Sheryl Hone
Elizabeth Huebner

Sandra Karine
Lauren Kemp
Ann Kidson
Robert & Claudia Kirby
Caroline Kuizenga
Julia & Peter Laraway
Marion Leeman
Cy & Laura Lyon
Mary Maliff
Kelsey Maloney
Matthew Margulies
Monika McCoy
Jeff McElroy
Fred Meuller Jr. 
     & Claire Glidden
Josef Miller
Sally Mott

Julie & Peter Newendorp
Newf Surfboard Net
Leah Ostermann
Aileen Ottenweller
PayPal Giving Fund
Cynthia Pearson
Diana Platt
Christian Quirino
Saul Raigoza
Gail Reynolds
Claudia Richardson
Adrian Rodriguez
Shea Salisbury
Frank Schmidt
Donald & Maida Smith
Georgina Smith
Miles & Marsha Standish

Thank You to Our Donors continued from page 10
David Stewart
Tom & Deb Trauntvein
Brian Trautwein
Nancy Tubiolo
Two Peas Organics
Natalia Valdes
Joseph Velasco
Robin Weichel
Devin Whetstone
Richard White
Lornie White
Blair & Heidi Whitney
Janice Yoshida
Richard Zamora
Trevor Zarker
Ralph Zitnik 
     & Mary-Louise Scully
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Stream Team
Stream Team is Channelkeeper’s 
volunteer-based water quality monitoring 
program. Every month, volunteers join 
Channelkeeper staff to test for common 
water quality parameters at numerous 
sites in the Ventura River and Goleta 
Valley watersheds. Come join us to 
help monitor and protect our local 
waterways. Upcoming Goleta Stream 
Team events will take place at 10 am on 
October 13, November 3, December 
1, January 5, February 2, and March 1. 
Upcoming Ventura Stream Team events 
will take place at 9 am on November 2 and 
February 1. Email molly@sbck.org or call 
805.563.3377 ext. 5 for more information.

714 Bond Avenue
Santa Barbara, CA 93103

Upcoming Events

Paige Swims for the Channel!
In the early hours of October 9th, 16 
year-old Paige Kieding will dive into 
the Santa Barbara Channel at Anacapa 
Island to attempt a solo swim across the 
Channel to Silver Strand beach in Oxnard 
- a distance of about 12.4 miles. Paige 
came to Channelkeeper with the idea 
of promoting her swim as a fundraiser 
to support our work to protect and 
restore the Santa Barbara Channel and 
its watersheds. A lover of the ocean and 
passionate about ocean conservation, 
Paige felt Channelkeeper was the perfect 
fit for her fundraising campaign. You can 
donate and learn more at www.sbck.org/
paiges-channel-swim.

Volunteer with MPA Watch!
Are you into marine conservation AND long 
walks on the beach? Learn how to collect 
valuable data on our local Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) while walking along the 
beautiful beaches of Campus Point, Naples 
and Gaviota through Channelkeeper’s MPA 
Watch program. MPA Watch is a citizen 
science initiative to monitor human uses 
of coastal MPAs and collect data to help 
inform the management, enforcement and 
science of California’s MPAs. Our next MPA 
Watch volunteer training workshop will 
take place on October 17th at UCSB. Email 
penny@sbck.org for more information and 
future training opportunities.

SAVE THE DATE! The 20th Annual Blue Water Ball is Saturday, March 14, 2020!


