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Dear Channelkeeper Family,

My first few months as Executive Director have been both very busy and 
incredibly rewarding. 

Each week, as I learn new facets of Channelkeeper’s important work, I 
find myself more impressed and inspired. We are a small organization, 
but our reach is broad and our impact is profound. 

In local classrooms, creeks, and aboard our boat, we educate students 
and inspire them to appreciate the amazing, exceptional diversity of life 
in our waters. We engage with the community through projects, such 
as Watershed Brigade cleanups that are making a visible difference by 
keeping trash out of our waterways. 

We conduct water quality monitoring and share the data with the public 
and water management agencies. We advocate for strong, science-
based policies to protect and restore the Channel, the waters that feed 
into it, and the communities, wildlife, and habitats that need healthy, 
clean waters. We also work to hold polluters accountable when efforts 
to fix water quality violations and problems are ignored or fall short. 

It’s exhilarating to see the results of our work first-hand. In mid-August, 
two weeks after the City of Ventura stopped pumping at its Ventura River 
well field at Foster Park, I visited several areas in the river’s watershed 
with Ben Pitterle, our Science and Policy Director. As we waded in the 
water to retrieve monitoring equipment, we couldn’t help but notice 
the positive impacts of Channelkeeper’s advocacy work. Local families 
swam, frolicked, and floated in the river, enjoying their access to nature 
during the last days of summer. These families would have had a very 
different experience if the water had been diverted upstream. We have 
more work ahead to ensure the river supports a full range of benefits 
for local communities and wildlife, as you will read on page 5, but it’s 
powerful to see the immediate impact of our team’s work. 

Channelkeeper is committed to building on our record of 
accomplishments. There is critical work that we need to take on in  
2022 and beyond. I look forward to working with Channelkeeper’s 
talented team and others to secure these advancements. But we cannot 
do it without you. So, I hope you will continue to support Santa Barbara 
Channelkeeper by donating before the end of the year, volunteering for 
our Watershed Brigade cleanups or other community events, sharing 
your thoughts with public officials, or taking other actions to protect 
and restore the Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds.

Our mission is to protect and restore the 
Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds 

through science-based advocacy, 
education, field work and enforcement

Best, 
Ted 
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The Watershed Brigade program is achieving great things 
though collective effort. Every month, the community of 
volunteers responds to a local trash issue—and every month, 
our impact grows.

In June, 35 members of the Watershed Brigade gathered 
to address marine debris on a one-mile stretch of Ellwood 
Beach in Goleta where more than 40 lobster traps had 
washed up on shore. Derelict, or abandoned, lobster traps 
can release sharp and rusty metal, plastic particles, and rope 
into coastal environments, so volunteers used shovels, wire 
cutters, and pry bars to dig out buried traps and remove the 
rocks and debris from them. 

Teams carried the traps to the surf break where they were 
clipped onto a rope and winched out through the surf to a 
commercial fishing vessel, which transported them to the 
Santa Barbara Harbor for proper disposal. In only four and a 
half hours, all of the abandoned traps were removed, leaving 
the beach much cleaner. 

In September, the Watershed Brigade focused on a trash 
issue of a different scale—microtrash—as part of California 
Coastal Cleanup Day. Microtrash, bits of litter measuring 5 
millimeters or less, can be mistaken for food and ingested 

by wildlife, causing damage to animals and allowing plastics 
and debris to enter the food chain. Equipped with sifters, 
more than 30 Watershed Brigade volunteers spent 3 hours 
removing a total of 73 pounds of trash and 1.5 pounds of 
microtrash from West Beach. 

Monthly events are just one part of the Watershed Brigade. 
When volunteers are not convening on a specific day, they 
are out conducting cleanups independently on their dog 
walks, fulfilling community service credit requirements for 
school, or on a company team for the Corporate Challenge. 
To be a part of this movement, grab some cleanup supplies 
and visit our webpage (sbck.org/brigade), join our 
Facebook group (Channelkeeper’s Watershed Brigade),  
or follow us on Instagram (@watershedbrigade). 

CREATING A COMMUNITY MOVEMENT 
Watershed Brigade 

7,797 lbs.  lbs. 
of Trash Removedof Trash Removed

516  
Volunteers EngagedVolunteers Engaged

262 262 
Sites CleanedSites Cleaned

Cumulative statistics since May 2020.



CHANNELKEEPER FALL 2021 NEWSLETTER	 5

Channelkeeper’s efforts to protect the Ventura River from being over-pumped reached a critical milestone on August 
5th, when the City of Ventura, for the first time in history, curtailed all pumping at its well field at Foster Park, specifically for 
the purpose of restoring flows to the parched river ecosystem. Flows rebounded within days. Without Channelkeeper’s 
intervention, a dry, dusty riverbed would have been the most likely reality this fall.

For many decades, unlimited pumping at Foster Park removed substantial amounts of water from the river during  
periods of drought, leaving many areas completely dry, destroying endangered species habitat, and eliminating a vital 
community resource.

In 2015, in an attempt to restore flows to the river, 
Channelkeeper filed a groundbreaking lawsuit to 
challenge the City’s over-pumping. After years of legal 
proceedings and negotiations, Channelkeeper and the 
City of Ventura reached a partial settlement agreement 
in 2020 that established a minimum river flow threshold 
that would trigger the City to stop pumping. This summer, 
when flows reached those benchmarked levels, the City 
of Ventura ceased all pumping, marking a positive step 
forward for the health of the river, its ecosystems, and the 
surrounding community.  

Today, as California and the western United States experience record-breaking drought conditions, a secure and sustainable 
water supply is at the forefront of everyone’s mind. In addition to the ecological value it provides, the Ventura River is a primary 
source of drinking water, providing all of the water used in the Ojai Basin and the Ventura River valley. The river is also culturally 
significant, providing access to nature and recreational opportunities for surrounding communities. When the river goes dry, 
it indicates that human use is exceeding the capacity of a limited resource in ways that are detrimental and unsustainable. A 
thriving river means a sustainable water future.  

Channelkeeper’s legal action against the City is still pending as the City carries out a water adjudication involving all water 
right holders in the watershed. The adjudication will allocate available water supplies to existing water right holders as well 
as identify a “physical solution” that should fully and permanently protect flows in the Ventura River. Until the adjudication is 
finalized, Channelkeeper’s settlement agreement is all that keeps the Ventura River flowing. 

RESTORING FLOWS TO THE VENTURA RIVER
A Historic Milestone 

When the river goes dry, it indicates 
that human use is exceeding the 
capacity of a limited resource in 
ways that are detrimental and 
unsustainable. A thriving river 
means a sustainable water future.
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In May, Channelkeeper responded to community 
complaints of an ongoing agricultural wastewater discharge 
to the Carpinteria Salt Marsh. Our team took samples near 
the Sandpiper Mobile Home Park on a steady stream of 
wastewater coming from a nearby greenhouse facility. The 
discharge was highly contaminated with nitrate pollution 
at over 13 times the State drinking water objective and 
up to 130 times greater than limits deemed protective of 
aquatic health. Therefore, Channelkeeper staff submitted 
sample results, photos, and videos of the discharge to the 
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Board via CalEPA’s 
Environmental Complaint System.  

In response to our pollution report, the Regional Board 
ultimately issued two Notices of Violation to the property 
owner and operator, both of which were not enrolled in the 
region’s Irrigated Lands Agricultural Order, making them out 
of compliance with State law. The Regional Board performed 
an inspection in August and reported that the discharge 
now appears to have ceased. Channelkeeper plans to revisit 
the site for follow-up monitoring to make sure the polluted 
discharges do not reoccur.

While this small victory will help keep Carpinteria’s 
waterways clean, we still have work to do as a region to 
address agricultural pollution.  

Last April, the Central Coast Regional Board adopted “Ag 
Order 4.0,” the latest iteration of the regional program put in 
place to protect our waterways from fertilizer and pesticide 
pollution. Though elements of Ag Order 4.0 took a small 
step in the right direction, numerous loopholes create 
potential for the program to once again fail. Channelkeeper 
is currently petitioning the State Water Resources Control 
Board to fix the Ag Order’s many flaws. In the meantime, 
we will continue to patrol local waterways and work to hold 
polluters accountable when necessary. 

PROTECTING WATERWAYS
An Agricultural Pollution Source Addressed

The discharge was highly 
contaminated with nitrate 
pollution at over 13 times the 
State drinking water objective.
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Noah and Ramon Wang  

You may have seen them in your neighborhood, on a 
trail, or at a local beach hauling away bags of trash. Twin 
brothers Noah and Ramon Wang began cleaning up litter 
as Watershed Brigade volunteers in June as a way to do 
something positive for the environment and stay active 
during the pandemic. What they didn’t realize was how 
much their efforts would inspire others.

To date, the two Santa Barbara High School seniors have 
logged 280 hours, walked 264 miles, and removed 1,020 
pounds of trash from the environment. Over the summer 
they spent 8 hours a day 7 days a week picking up litter from 
local neighborhoods, trails, beaches, and parks. Along the 
way, they sparked a movement.

At first, they were surprised by the number of people that 
stopped to thank them while they collected litter. They 
appreciated the positive acknowledgement. Then, on 
occasion, people began joining their efforts. 

As they were picking up trash at the San Marcos Preserve in 
July, one person asked for a bag and began helping them. 
Soon more people joined until there was a group of five. 
Together, they were able to gather and haul away 21 bags of 
trash over a two-day period. 

“The most powerful way to get problems solved is to inspire 
others to take action,” said Noah. “We learned that over the 
summer.” The boys also learned to bring extra bags to share 
with others wanting to help.

When Noah and Ramon discovered a massive trash pile 
behind a sea wall at Miramar Beach, they worked to clean 
the area, collecting nine bags a day for four days. On more 
than one occasion, beachgoers asked to help carry the bags 
of trash a few miles to the parking area. 

“At Miramar beach we found a ton of trash, but it was hard to 
get it all back by ourselves,” said Ramon. “One day, a group 
of college students helped carry the garbage by hand back 
all the way back to the parking lot.”

The brothers discovered that cleaning up trash not only 
offered them a way to do something positive for the 
environment, but it also showed them the power of 
collective individual action. They’re proud of the fact that, by 
making a difference and inspiring others in the community, 
they are creating a ripple effect.

“The most powerful way to get 
problems solved is to inspire 
others to take action.”
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EDUCATION ON THE VENTURA RIVER
Monitoring Water Quality with Ventura High School Students 

This fall, Channelkeeper is working with students from 
Ventura High School’s Field Studies class, training them in 
water quality monitoring at sites along the Ventura River. We 
meet at 7am once a week for two hours of fieldwork before 
the students head back to the school campus for the rest of 
their school day. 

Channelkeeper MPA Watch volunteers have been 
extremely busy over the past year conducting surveys 
at the Campus Point, Naples, and Kashtayit marine 
protected areas (MPAs). We are so grateful for their 
efforts to conduct surveys!  

MPA Watch is a network of programs throughout 
California that support healthy oceans through 
community science by collecting human use data in 
and around our protected areas. MPA Watch volunteers 
observe and record onshore and offshore activities 
in and adjacent to MPAs, which helps to improve our 
understanding of how people are using our MPAs.

Channelkeeper’s MPA Watch program relies on our incredible 
community volunteers and the help of UCSB undergraduate 
interns to conduct surveys. Since 2011, our program has 

M P A  W AT C H  – C o m m u n i t y  S c i e n c e  f o r  M a r i n e  C o n s e r v a t i o n

completed over 5,700 MPA Watch surveys. If you are 
interested in joining us for our next MPA Watch volunteer 
training workshop, please contact penny@sbck.org. 

Each week, as we walk down the path to the Ventura River 
from Foster Park, we observe a different aspect of the river 
ecosystem. We spot a kingfisher flying down to the water 
or we watch a heron hunt in the nearby vegetation. Early 
mornings on the Ventura River are still and quiet, and it’s a 
special place to share with students. 

Ventura High School Field Studies students are learning 
practical skills, such as how to calibrate water quality 
meters. They are setting up and deploying data loggers that 
collect continuous dissolved oxygen and temperature data.  
They are also learning about the parameters of their data 
collection for dissolved oxygen, pH, conductivity, turbidity, 
bacteria, and flow rate insights. 

Following our in-the-field data collection, the students will 
analyze the data to see if the different sites meet the water 
quality objectives for the Ventura River. 

Working with these students to educate and inspire the 
next generation of environmental stewards to protect 
and restore our rivers and oceans is an important part of 
Channelkeeper’s education program. We also enjoy our 
time getting to know the students, answering questions 
about working in the environmental field, and, of course, the 
peaceful mornings on the river. 
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SUSTAINABLE WATER SUPPLY
Planning for the Future with Potable Reuse

Exposure to nature is beneficial for people’s health, well-being, and happiness. 
Sharing opportunities to connect with nature is one of the fundamental goals of 
Channelkeeper’s education programs.  By providing opportunities to engage with 
the outdoors, we hope that students will not only be able to look to nature as a 
possible tool for personal health, but that they will also join us as stewards of our 
creeks, rivers, and ocean. 

Channelkeeper’s education programs, which in the past 15 years have reached 
over 36,000 students, include a mix of classroom-based lessons, in-the-field water 
quality monitoring experiences, and on-the water marine conservation boat trips.  

This past summer we were thrilled to visit a classroom for the first time in over a year 
and explore the beach at Sandspit with kids at summer camp. We enjoyed taking 
students from the Santa Barbara School of Squash and the Sea League out on two 
Seafari marine conservation education cruises aboard the R/V Channelkeeper to 
take a closer look at kelp forests. 

If you have a group in mind for an education program with Channelkeeper, please 
contact penny@sbck.org. 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
Inspiring the Next Generation of Environmental Stewards 

The City of Santa Barbara has a diverse water supply portfolio, which helps to buffer against water supply threats. However, 
even with a diverse supply, the City’s recent technical evaluation determined that it will likely need additional water supplies in 
the future due to anticipated threats, such as prolonged drought due to climate change.   

Potable reuse, the process of using advanced-treated wastewater for drinking water, is identified in the City’s Long-Term Water 
Supply Plan as a feasible new water source to incorporate into the City’s supplies.   

Potable reuse water projects in the State of California currently supply over 200 million gallons of drinking water a day. 
These projects meet the existing regulations of indirect potable reuse, which means that treated wastewater is injected into 
groundwater basins for a minimum of two months before it is processed through advanced treatment systems. However, 
feasibility studies have determined that local groundwater basins do not have sufficient capacity to hold water supply for a two-
month period.

Direct potable reuse involves the introduction of highly treated recycled water directly into a public water supply without a 
two-month-long holding time. The State’s draft regulations for direct potable reuse, have just been released and are now 
being reviewed and evaluated by an expert panel to determine whether or not the regulation as proposed is protective of 
public health. In accordance with State law, the regulation must be completed by December 2023. Even then, due to the 
complexity of such projects, this kind of supply is likely 20 years out. In the meantime, the most important thing individuals can 
do is conserve water.  

After maximizing conservation, Channelkeeper believes recycling wastewater for reuse as potable water will be critical to a 
sustainable water future for our region.   
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SUPPORTER APPRECIATION
October 1, 2020 – September 30, 2021 

Blue Whale  
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HAPPENINGS
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Nollan 
Penny Owens 
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Thomas & Toni 
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Arturo Keller is an Environmental 
Engineer (PhD, Stanford) with an 
appointment as Full Professor at UCSB 
since 1996. He has published over 
250 peer-reviewed articles in leading 
journals, focusing on water quality 
issues, ranging from the nanoscale to 
the watershed scale.  

Nick Mucha is the Environmental 
Programs Manager at Patagonia 
where he leads Patagonia’s efforts 
to build organizational capacity and 
effectiveness for their nonprofit grantee 
organizations. Nick has over 15 years’ 
experience leading conservation and 
community development programs 
throughout the world.  

Sarah Preston has been in charge 
of Special Gifts and Events for the 
Cate School in their Advancement 
Office since 2011. She has coordinated 
and collaborated hundreds of events 
around the country and has been 
responsible for numerous large gifts to 
Cate School.  

Karen Telleen-Lawton graduated 
in engineering from Stanford University 
and holds advanced degrees and 
certificates in environmental policy, 
economics, business administration 
and financial planning. She is the 
Principal of Decisive Path Fee-only 
Financial Advisory and has published 
articles on environmental issues, 
economics, financial planning, travel, 
and social justice.  

Walt Wilson founded the 
Alternative Digital Printing Company, 
which he ran for many years prior to 
his retirement. Operating a successful 
business gave him significant 
experience in business/HR issues. He 
is an avid sailor, SCUBA diver, kayaker, 
and a dedicated environmentalist.  

MEET OUR NEWEST 
BOARD MEMBERS! 



J O I N  O U R  T E A M ! 

Please help us welcome Hannah Karlsrud to the Channelkeeper crew. Hannah 
graduated from UCSB in June 2021 with a bachelor’s degree in Environmental 
Studies. During her senior year at UCSB she took an Environmental Leadership 
Incubator course where she created Litter-Free Isla Vista, an organization that 
organized local cleanups, and began working with the Channelkeeper team. 
Hannah became our temporary Program and Administrative Assistant in June 2021 
and has become an integral part of our team. In her free time, she enjoys surfing, 
backpacking, and cooking.   

Santa Barbara Channelkeeper is seeking a Development Director. This person will 
serve as the organization’s principal fundraising strategist and will be responsible 
for planning, managing, and implementing all fundraising programs, including the 
annual fund, major gifts, planned giving, fundraising events, institutional grants, 
and capital/special gifts campaigns. Candidates should be passionate about the 
mission and work of Santa Barbara Channelkeeper, enthusiastic about fundraising, 
and experienced in asking for financial support from a diversity of sources.

Read the full job description here:  https://bit.ly/3mMTVaH

W E ’ R E  G R O W I N G !
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