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Dear Channelkeeper Family,

Providing insightful and fun educational activities for our community’s 
youth is a priority of Santa Barbara Channelkeeper. We engage local 
students in the classrooms, on the beach, along our creeks, and aboard 
our boat with science lessons and hands-on learning experiences. 
Since 2001, we have provided educational opportunities to more than 
37,000 students in Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties.

We make this a priority because we believe these efforts build 
awareness of the Channel’s splendor and foster a sense of stewardship 
for local waters, wildlife, and habitats.

In September, I joined twelve Ventura High School seniors as they 
took a data monitoring applications exam in the Ventura estuary. In 
pairs, the students used scientific instruments to gather data on water 
temperature, turbidity, and pH levels and noted other environmental 
conditions. This exam was the culmination of six weekly water 
monitoring lessons along the lower six miles of the Ventura River that 
Penny Owens, our Education and Community Outreach Director,  
co-led with teacher, Mr. Jared McEntyre. I was impressed. The students 
were serious about their work, which should not be a surprise.  
Jared mentioned that several former students who took these 
monitoring lessons as part of his class are now working in the 
environmental science field.

One of our longstanding programs connects art and the marine 
environment. Each spring, we organize a juried art show for local high 
school students. Our goal is for students to share art that celebrates the 
natural beauty and biodiversity of the Channel. This year we received 
150 submitted pieces for our 19th Annual Student Art Show. Forty 
were selected to be displayed at Earth Day 2022. I was in awe of the 
creativity, along with the variety of subject matter and media, of the 
artwork. I am already looking forward to the 20th Art Show next spring.

I would like to thank the teachers who partner with Channelkeeper. 
They do so much more than complete the necessary paperwork 
and invite us into their classrooms. They help fulfill their students’ 
enthusiasm for learning, further new experiences, and spark interests 
that can last a lifetime.

Finally, everyone on the Channelkeeper team participates in our 
educational efforts. But, at the heart of our efforts is Penny Owens, who 
is outstanding at sharing her knowledge and passion with students. 
Thank you, Penny!

Best, 
Ted

Our mission is to protect and restore the 
Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds 

through science-based advocacy, 
education, field work and enforcement
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Did you know that 
globally up to 
12.7 million metric 

tons of plastic enter the 
ocean each year? This 
staggering statistic—along 
with the dangers of plastic 
pollution to both wildlife 
and humans—underscores 
the importance of picking 
up trash and building 
awareness around plastic 
pollution.

The Watershed Brigade, Channelkeeper’s litter-fighting 
community program empowers volunteers to take action to 
tackle plastic pollution in their neighborhood and favorite 
places. Volunteers conduct cleanups along creeks, city 
streets, trails, and beaches. The goal to make a difference 
becomes personal.

“I feel a sense of urgency when I see trash on the beach 
and it’s seconds away from being washed into the ocean,” 
explains volunteer Sue Sadler-Paré. “It’s become an issue of 
‘if not me, who?’ The climate crisis and ocean pollution are 
not going to get better if we don’t take action, and I choose 
to be part of the solution.”

Volunteers post photos of their trash collection on the 
Watershed Brigade’s social media channels. Sharing cleanup 
results not only helps volunteers collaborate to cover more 
area, but it also magnifies the impact of individual volunteers 
by building momentum and inspiring others to participate. In 
2022 alone, volunteers have removed 5,628 pounds of trash 
from areas along the South Coast. 

Each month brings a new themed cleanup. In August, 
volunteers picked up 250 pounds of trash at Foster Park, a 
community space along the Ventura River. In September, on 
Coastal Cleanup Day, the Watershed Brigade sifted through 
sand at West Beach to collect 101 pounds of microtrash, tiny 
particles of debris that can be ingested by wildlife and enter 
the food chain. In October, volunteers removed trash and 
debris from sites along Mission Creek in honor of the Clean 
Water Act’s 50th anniversary.

To be part of this movement, grab some cleanup supplies 
and visit our webpage (sbck.org/brigade), join our 
Facebook Group (Channelkeeper’s Watershed Brigade),  
or follow us on Instagram (@Watershedbrigade).

ACTION TO REDUCE TRASH POLLUTION 
Watershed Brigade 

16,388 lbs. 
of Trash Removed

815 
Volunteers Engaged

579 
Sites Cleaned

Cumulative statistics since May 2020.



This fall, as the first of sixteen cruise ships scheduled 
to visit Santa Barbara arrived, Channelkeeper was on 
the water to hail the captain and confirm the ship’s 

compliance with the City’s twelve-mile, voluntary no-
discharge agreement. 

The City of Santa Barbara requires ship captains to sign 
a commitment to not dump waste within twelve miles 
of shore. So as ships transit the no-discharge zone, 
Channelkeeper staff reminds the crew of this pledge and 
lets them know that we will observe for discharges.  
Our presence on the water, when conditions and staffing 
allow, provides a deterrent effect and an important layer  
of accountability.

“Cruise ships can generate enormous volumes of waste,” 
explains Ben Pitterle, Channelkeeper’s Science and Policy 
Director. “Every day a typical cruise ship generates 30,000 
gallons of sewage, 250,000 gallons of greywater, 5,000 
gallons of oily bilge water.”

However, wastewater makes up only a fraction of the 
environmental impact produced by cruise ships.  
Air pollution and, in many areas outside of California, 

scrubber waste are also problems. In a single day, an 
average cruise ship produces fifteen gallons of toxic 
scrubber waste chemicals, seven tons of solid waste,  
and air pollution equal to that of 12,000 cars.

In fact, according to a recent draft report by Santa Barbara 
County Air Pollution Control District, one average cruise 
ship visit can produce over 80 tons of carbon dioxide just 
while sitting at anchor at Santa Barbara. These emissions 
are incongruent with Santa Barbara’s commitment to 
achieve carbon neutrality by 2035 and will be important  
for the City to address. 

Earlier this year, Channelkeeper urged the City of Santa 
Barbara’s Harbor Commission to establish a public process 
to gather input on the City’s cruise ship program. 

Channelkeeper is asking the City of Santa Barbara to 
closely examine the environmental impacts of the cruise 
ship industry and to better align its program with the City’s 
environmental goals and commitments. We will be urging 
the City to reduce the number of cruise ship visits based 
on factors like size, advanced technologies, and legal 
compliance history.

CRUISE SHIPS 
Evaluating their Environmental Impacts

CHANNELKEEPER FALL 2022 NEWSLETTER 5
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California recently took groundbreaking steps to 
cut plastic pollution and hold the plastics industry 
accountable for plastic waste, setting the nation’s 

toughest rules for reducing plastic waste. 

Senate Bill 54, signed into law by Governor Gavin Newsom 
on June 30, 2022, represents the most significant overhaul of 
California’s plastics and packaging recycling policy in state 

history and surpasses other states’ efforts to reduce plastic 
production at the source. It also advances work to build a 
circular economy, necessary to mitigate the effects of climate 
change, and provides funding to support communities 
disproportionately impacted by the effects of plastic waste.

“The legislation shifts the burden of plastic pollution from 
consumers to the plastics industry,” explains Channelkeeper’s 
Education and Community Outreach Director Penny Owens. 
The bill sets a twenty-five percent source reduction goal for 

single-use packaging production by 2032. In that same year, 
it requires that at least sixty-five percent of plastic items sold, 
distributed, or imported into the state be recyclable. The bill 
also requires the plastic industry to contribute $5 billion of 
environmental mitigation funding to go toward environmental 
restoration and cleanup.

Ensuring industry accountability and preventing the 
adoption of harmful alternative disposal methods such  
as chemical recycling will be essential to the success of  
these measures. 

CALIFORNIA’S NEW PLASTIC LEGISLATION 
Plastic Policy

The bill sets a twenty-five percent 
source reduction goal for single-
use package production by 2032.

Local policies can have a big 
impact in creating a world with 
less plastic waste. This fall, the 

City of Goleta took a major step with 
the passage of one of the region’s 
most comprehensive and progressive 
single-use plastic reduction 
ordinances.  

The ordinance bans all EPS (Styrofoam) products within the 
city. It requires that foodware accessories like straws and 
cutlery be ‘non-plastic,’ restricts distribution of plastic water 
bottles at city events, and limits the sale and use of Mylar 
balloons when it goes into effect in June of 2023.  

“Local efforts like this not only reduce waste and litter that can 

GOLETA’S NEW PLASTIC ORDINANCE
Local Advocacy 

make its way into our waters, but they 
also help build support for statewide 
plastic reduction policies,” explains 
Education and Community Outreach 
Director Penny Owens, who addressed 
the Goleta City Council twice in 
support of the new law. 

For more than a decade, Channelkeeper and our partners 
at the Community Environmental Council have led local 
advocacy efforts for plastic reduction policies which 
has contributed to the enactment of eight regional laws. 
Channelkeeper is pleased to see the City of Goleta taking 
such progressive action to reduce single-use plastic and 
looks forward to continuing to educate the community about 
solutions to plastic pollution.



THE IMPACTS OF AQUACULTURE
Protecting the Channel

The Santa Barbara Channel is one of the most 
biologically productive ecosystems found on Earth, 
with expansive kelp forests, nutrient-rich waters, 

and unparalleled species density and diversity, including 
endangered, threatened, and sensitive marine species. 
A portion of this vital marine area was recently selected 
by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
as one of the first areas to assess for future aquaculture 
development—a process that could result in harmful finfish 
aquaculture projects in the Santa Barbara Channel.

Certain types of aquaculture projects, such as those 
for shellfish and seaweed, may produce benefits that 
outweigh the drawbacks. However, offshore finfish 
aquaculture operations that produce species like tuna or 
tilapia in offshore nets, pods, and cages present more 
significant risks to the environment. 

Potential impacts to the marine ecosystem include water 
quality impairment from fish feed, dead fish, fecal waste, 
chemicals, antibiotics, and marine debris; the spread 

of diseases that can affect populations of wild fish; the 
escape of farmed fish into the natural environment, 
risking the genetic integrity of wild populations; and the 
depletion of small fish populations that are used as feed for 
farmed fish and therefore, less available for wild fish, birds, 
and marine life. 

In addition, there is currently no adequate permit 
program in place to regulate aquaculture operations in 
federal waters or strong standards to protect the marine 
environment from the impacts of finfish aquaculture. 

Channelkeeper is closely monitoring these federal efforts 
to permit aquaculture operations in the Channel. We are 
urging the federal agencies to thoroughly research the 
ecological, social, and economic risks and benefits of  
new aquaculture projects in the Channel. In addition,  
we are advocating for a robust regulatory framework to 
be put in place that includes standards and compliance 
measures to minimize environmental impacts on both 
water quality and marine life. 
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THE FIGHT’S NOT OVER
Fracking in the Santa Barbara Channel  

Oil companies have used hydraulic fracturing and 
acid well stimulation—also called fracking and 
acidizing—to extract oil and gas along the California 

coast. These techniques, which involve injecting chemicals 
down well bores to dissolve rock and access oil and gas, 
present significant risks to the marine environment. 

In 2016, Channelkeeper and the Environmental Defense 
Center filed a lawsuit against the federal government for 
issuing permits for fracking on offshore oil platforms without 
conducting a thorough review of potential impacts on the 
environment and endangered species.

Last June, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals decided in 
our favor, ruling that the federal government had indeed 
violated environmental protection laws by not completing 

T iny fish scatter as Channelkeeper’s Science and Policy 
Director Benjamin Pitterle steps into the Ventura River 
to retrieve data from a submerged logger, a tube-

shaped device equipped with a sensor and microprocessor. 

Channelkeeper monitors the response of dissolved oxygen 
levels to flow in the Ventura River with sensors placed in the 
streambed. Our team uploads and evaluates the data from 
these sensors as part of our ongoing effort to protect flows in 
the Ventura River and conserve the biological richness of this 
precious waterway.

Aquatic organisms such as fish, insects, amphibians, and 
invertebrates rely on water for their oxygen. They can 
asphyxiate without sufficient flows, triggering a cascade of 
events that can damage ecosystem health.  

For decades, unlimited pumping at Foster Park removed 
substantial amounts of water from the Ventura River, leaving 
many areas completely dry, destroying vital habitat, and 
eliminating an important community resource.

Channelkeeper filed a lawsuit challenging the City of 
Ventura’s over pumping of water from the Ventura River 
in 2015. After years of legal proceedings, both parties 
reached an interim agreement that established minimum 

MONITORING DISSOLVED OXYGEN LEVELS
Ventura River 

an environmental impact statement and consulting with state 
and other federal agencies about potential impacts to the 
marine environment, including threatened and endangered 
species. The decision continued a ban on fracking and 
acidizing offshore California’s coast until these reviews are 
satisfactorily completed.

Not to be deterred, in August the Interior Department 
requested an en banc (full-court) review of the decision  
in an attempt to overturn the ruling and allow offshore 
fracking to resume. However, the federal appeals court 
subsequently rejected the request.

Channelkeeper will continue to engage on this important 
issue to protect our coast and marine life from these  
harmful activities. 

river-flow thresholds that trigger the city to stop pumping. 
The river has reached this threshold twice—first in August 
of 2021 and more recently in August of 2022. On both 
occasions, pumping was halted to allow flows to rebound. 
Channelkeeper is part of a process to secure a more 
comprehensive solution to allocate water supplies among 
water rights holders in the watershed. With that underway, 
our work is helping keep the Ventura River flowing and its 
natural ecosystems healthy.
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Something extraordinary happens when young  
people first step into a river, paddle a kayak away  
from shore, or gaze back at the coast from a vessel 

at sea. These are transformative experiences that provide 
valuable perspective. 

Channelkeeper leads a variety of on-the-water programs 
for students. On Seafari Cruises, our team hosts students 
aboard Channelkeeper’s boat to experience a kelp forest 
via a live, televised dive. For our Field Studies program in 
the Ventura River, high school students don waders to take 
nutrient and bacteria samples and assess water quality. 
Channelkeeper’s Sea and Shore program combines 
classroom watershed education with an outdoor experience, 
such as a kayaking adventure in the Santa Barbara Harbor, 
that introduces students to the land-sea connection. The 
impact of these programs is profound. 

“These on-the-water experiences have been program 
highlights for our students,” explains Robert Graham, 
executive director of the Santa Barbara School of Squash. 
“They have handled sea creatures, collected plankton 
samples, examined sea water under microscopes, and 
communicated with scuba divers exploring the reef below 
the boat. Most of our students would likely rarely visit 
the harbor or the beach if we did not take them on these 
outings, and certainly would not take a boat trip.”  

Time spent on the water connects young people intimately 
with the natural world. It helps orient them within their 
watershed and allows them to interact with it. Students  
can see and touch some of the organisms that rely on clean 
water and trace the path that water takes through their 
community to the ocean. This brings awareness to the 
impacts of their everyday actions on water quality.  It also 
brings science to life. 

“It’s one thing to read about water quality in a textbook. It’s 
another thing entirely to get your feet wet, gather data from 
the rivers in our backyard, and make inferences about the 
world around us,” explains Jared McEntyre, a Ventura High 
School environmental and biological sciences teacher.  

Channelkeeper provides meaningful experiences on the 
water with the understanding that today’s youth are the 
decision-makers of tomorrow and that their environmental 
ethics are critical to our planet’s future. By introducing young 
people to water science in their own backyard, we hope to 
inspire interest in protecting the environment. 

INSPIRING YOUNG MINDS
On-the-Water Education
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SUPPORTER APPRECIATION
October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2022

Blue Whale  
($10,000 and Up)
The Baltoro Trust
City of Goleta
Crawford Idema 

Family Foundation
Dancing Tides 

Foundation
El Gato Channel 

Foundation
Environment Now
Hutton Parker 

Foundation
Marilyn J Jenkins
John C Mithun 

Foundation
Marisla Foundation
Patagonia
Resources Legacy 

Fund
Jack and Judy 

Stapelmann

DOLPHIN  
($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Associated Students 

UCSB
Ashish and Leslie 

Bhutani
Ruth H Brown 

Foundation
Roland and Joyce 

Bryan
California Coastal 

Commission
DiMarco/Harleen 

Charitable Fund
Diskant Family 

Foundation
Nancy Even and Joel 

Ohlgren
Sean and Dorie 

Hutchinson
Bronwen Jones
Kleid Family 

Charitable Fund
Mitchel Family Fund
Tony and Kyra Rogers
Santa Barbara 

Foundation
Steele Family 

Foundation
Seth M Streeter
Surf Industry 

Manufacturers 
Association

John and Lacey 
Williams

 
 

Sea Lion  
($1,000-$4,999)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
David and Lyn 

Anderson
Melissa Bower
Wendel Bruss
Louise and Tim 

Casey
Darlene Chirman
Miles Cotton
Patrick Daugherty 

and Meredith Murr
Gwen T Dawson
Mimi DeGruy
Betsy Denison
Paul and Downing 

Denison
Dan and Rae Emmett
Kellcy Emory
Kenneth Falstrom 

and Kerry 
Shaughnessy

Karen and Jackson 
Frishman

Griffin Gardner
Garland and Brenda 

Reiter Family 
Foundation

Nancy and Ken 
Goldsholl

Brad Hall and Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus Hall

Heal the Ocean
Deirdre Henderson
Nicholas and 

Caroline Howell
Ira and Edgra Ringler 

Family Foundation
Alexis Ireland
James D and Kay Y 

Moran Foundation
Karl Storz Imaging
Megan and Kevin 

Marble
Ginger and Brett 

Matthews
MERITO Foundation
Merrimac Charitable 

Trust
Sharon Metsch
Hank and Mari 

Mitchel
Ann White Morton
Denise Nelson
Gail Osherenko and 

Oran Young
Paul Phillips and Judy 

Hawkins
Jeff, Mandy, and 

Pierce Phillips

Julien Phillips and 
Susan Stoddard-
Phillips

Richard Powell and 
Julie Ringler

Sarah Preston
Ted Rhodes and Joni 

Pascal
Susan Ringler
Kathleen Rogers
Rotary Club of 

Santa Barbara 
Sunrise Charitable 
Foundation

Sue Sadler-Pare
Santa Barbara 

Adventure 
Company

Holly, Lanny, and 
Alec Sherwin

Tana Sommer-Belin
Steve and Olivia 

Starkey
Mary F Staton and 

Michel Saint-
Suplice

Trillium Enterprises
William Underwood
Richard Wallach
Victoria Ward
Robert Warner and 

Isabel Downs
Warren and Amy 

Weber
Karl Weis and Kristen 

Klingbeil- Weis
William P Neil 

Foundation
Walter and Rachel 

Wilson
Judith and George 

Writer
Laura and Geof 

Wyatt

Sea Otter  
($500-$999)
Anonymous
Armstrong Family 

Fund
Eric Bowers
Cynthia Brock
Mary Bucholtz and 

Jon McCammond
John and Maria Felice 

Cunningham
eBay Foundation
Tisha Weber Ford
Mark and Sally 

Hamilton
Craig and Aira Harris
Heidi Bautista and 

Russ Helfand
Debra Herring

Mark Holmgren
Khara and Robert 

Horning
Gary and Corinne 

Horowitz
Johnson Ohana 

Charitable 
Foundation

Jolly Tree Projects
Kearns Family Giving 

Fund
Sharon Keigher and 

Libe Washburn
Curtis and Kelly 

Lambert
Dorothy Largay
Robert Lindquist
Paul and Debra 

McCarty
Adam McCullough
Emma Nazim
Bruce Reitherman 

and Erika Hill
Riviera Towel 

Company
Peter Robinson
Tim and Talli 

Robinson
Santa Barbara 

Maritime Museum
Peter and Nini 

Seaman
Kim Sherwin
Judy Stewart
Gebb Turpin
Ventura County 

Office of Education
Ventura Land Trust
Tracey Willfong
Zog Industries

Great Blue 
Heron  
($250-$499)
Lee Appleton
Tracey Athanassiadis
Daniel Baldwin
Bob and Patty Bryant
Bonnie Burgess
Daniel Chavenson
Sarah Cook
Anne and Larry 

Crowe
Jim and Susan 

Deacon
Leslie Deardorff
Cynthia Duncan
Gabriel Family 

Charitable Fund
Grassini Family 

Charitable 
Foundation

Frank Hanson

Stephen and Chelsey 
Harding

Jay and Bethany 
Harkrider

Dennis Houghton
Ross Bagdasarian 

and Janice Karman
Nina Katsev
W Kleinman
Nancy Kogevinas
Jacqueline and 

Ronald Lincoln
Donald Marolf
Nancy McConnell
Ashley McIntosh
John Merwin
Ted Morton
Brad Newton
Valerie and Donley 

Olson
Patti Pagliei and John 

Simpson
Rita Reed
Trish Reynales
John Royce
John and Cynthia 

Sanger
Santa Barbara Land 

Trust
Christine and Hal 

Saunders
Peter Schuyler and 

Lisa Stratton
Seabridge Marina
Christopher Sproul
Carl and Nola Stucky
David and Karen 

Telleen-Lawton
Toyon Research 
Sallie Watling and 

Curt Coughlin
Theresa and Julian 

Weissglass

Steelhead  
($100-$249)
Adams Family 

Advised Fund of 
the Community 
Foundation

David and Susan 
Allen

Peter Allen
Bank of America
Kevin Barrett
Vera and Donald 

Bensen
Cameron Benson
John Benson
Vicky Blum and 

David Lebell
Jim and Leslie Bowles

Michael Brown and 
Laura Malakoff

Tara Brown
Dani and David 

Brusius
John and Linda 

Callender
Anna Carrillo
Patrick Carroll
Linda West Cellos
Marcos Chiappe
John Chuck
Clarinda Conger
Joe and Margaret 

Connell
Scott Cooper and 

Sheila Wiseman
Nathaniel Craig
Melissa Cunningham
William and Renee 

Curtis
Carmody Cutter
DMI-EMK 

Environmental 
Services

Edward and Hillary 
Doubleday

Joe Doyle
Ana Paula Dutra
Ensberg Jacob 

Design
Tomaso and Irene 

Falzone
Hyla Fetler and Tracy 

Fernandez
Drs. John and Marie 

Foley
Wendy Foster
Robert and Elene 

Franco
Goleta Family School
Erik Gregersen
Leslie Griffin
Jean Barrow Holmes
Joe and Barbara 

Howell
Karl Hutterer
Sue Irwin
Hannah-Beth Jackson 

and George Eskin
Elizabeth Karlsrud
William and Shellye 

Kingsbury
Vanessa Kirker
Peter and Story 

Kornbluth
Kroger-Ralph’s 

Grocery Company
Linda Krop
Kate Larramendy and 

Roger Wright
James Little
Kelsey Maloney
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HAPPENINGS

SUPPORTER APPRECIATION
October 1, 2021 to September 30, 2022

Polly Marshall
Cherie Mignone
Clare Miner-

McMahon
April Mirabella
Mitchell Morehart
Stephen and Jane 

Murray
Carl Nielsen
Regina G Owens
Adam Pearlman and 

Patricia Malone
Paul Petrich Jr
Lindsay Phillips
Valerie and David 

Powdrell
Larry and Laura 

Ragan
Marsha and Al 

Roberson
Kathleen Romo
Devin Rothman
David Rowell
Barbara and Gerry 

Rubin
Chris Rulon-Miller
Todd Rulon-Miller
Samantha Sennett
Evely Laser Shlensky 

and Rabbi Ira 
Youdovin

Michael Smith
Lynne and Thea 

Sprecher

Julia Srednicki
Dale Stamos
Lynne Elisabeth Stark
Heather Stevenson
Chelsey Swanson
The von Eicken-Moll 

Fund
Elizabeth Toro and 

Mark Hauser
Lila Trachtenberg
Steven Trainoff and 

Gretchen Beckert
Nancy Tubiolo
Barbara Barker and 

Alan Turnbull
Gene Urban
Laura Von Dracek
Scott Waters
Stephen Wheeler
Andrea Wilson
Sally Witnov
Kasia Wood
Louisa Wood
Anthony Zee
David Zell

Snowy Plover  
($50-$99)
Yvonne Besvold
Darian Bleecher and 

Mike Duzinski
Lois Capps
Stephen Carlan

Valerie Cherot
Courtney A Clark
Debra Cochrane
Leslie Cornyn
Hannah Croshaw
Travis Cross
Casondra 

Cunningham
Deckers Outdoor 

Corporation
Martha Degasis
Tracy and Spencer 

Duffey
Candice Etz
Tom Evans
Craig Farnham
Steven and Sally 

Faulstich
Christine Fredericks
Carla Frisk and Jeff 

Newton
Nancy Garvin
Sharon and Jeff Gill
Givinga Foundation
William Goodale
Patricia Haddad
John Hankins
Doug Hechter
Lynda Hershey and 

Stephen Joyce
Richard and Nina 

Hunt
JustGive
David Landecker

Matthew Margulies
Dean and Melinda 

Mars
John and Carolyn 

McCoy
Cal and Peggy 

Meuser
Jeff and Karen Miner
Francis Moyer-Oda
Brad and Jeanne 

Nelson
The Network for 

Good
Jeff Overeem
Diana Platt
Lucille Ramirez
Sarah Raskin
George Relles and 

BL Borovay
Jeffrey Richman
Gilbert Robledo
Mark Schildhauer 

and Joyce Gauvain 
Kevin Scott
Margot Smit
Donald and Maida 

Smith
Jennifer Smith
Kate Symonds
Takeo Tabuchi
David Turpin
Anne Weber
Gilbert and Dorene 

White

Garibaldi  
($49 and Under)
Anonymous
Amazon Smile
James and Susan 

Ashlock
Barbara Bonadeo
Tom and Laura 

Brooks
Marianne Caston
Lizzie Clapham
Kris Cowgill
Michael Curry
Theodore 

Deffenbaugh
Gary Denny
Angelica Diaz
Sharon Donohue
Pamela Enticknap
Bruce Falstein
Robert Gagliardo
Steve Giddings
Annette Goena
Steven Huynh
Elaine Jacobs
Barbara Janelle
Ann Kidson
Phillip and Eva 

Kirkpatrick
Joseph Kontra
Erika Lindemann
Monika McCoy
Marlene Mills

Sally Mott
Alfred Neale
Heather Nelson
Newf Surfboard Net
Ken and Alex Palley
Doug Partello
PayPal Giving Fund
Nancy Pierson
SG Rawner
Pamela Reitman
Ava Schulenberg
Reilly Stark
Penelope Tinker
Brian Trautwein
Britta Walsworth
Roberta Weissglass
Cenke Xu

In-kind 
Donations
Antenore & 

Associates
BB&H Benefits 

Design
Community 

Environmental 
Council 

Firestone Walker 
Brewing Company

Patagonia
Rivahil Winery

Sarah Sikich is the Senior Director 
of Development for Ecological 
& Environmental Sciences and a 
member of the Principal & Leadership 
Gifts team at the University of 
California, Santa Barbara. Sarah 
brings over fifteen years of experience 
in marine and coastal resources 
protection, public policy, government 

relations, education and outreach, organizational 
management, and fundraising in the environmental nonprofit 
and education sectors. She was previously Vice President 
of Heal the Bay, and also has worked for the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium, National Center for Ecological Analysis and 
Synthesis, and Catalina Island Marine Institute.  

We would like to thank everyone who participated in 
Channelkeeper’s Sunset Cruise ’22, a festive fundraiser 
aboard the Condor Express. As we cruised along the coast 
on October 2nd, guests took in the stunning scenery,  
talked with Channelkeeper staff, enjoyed delicious food,  
and won great prizes! We are grateful for the generous 
support of our community and we can’t wait to celebrate 
with you again soon!

S U N S E T  C R U I S E  ’ 2 2

 

Sarah Abramson Sikich is driven to protect our coastal and ocean 
environment by a deep passion for the ocean. She is Senior Director 
of Development for Ecological & Environmental Sciences and a 
member of the Principal & Leadership Gifts team at the University of 
California, Santa Barbara, where she cultivates support for science 
and environmental initiatives on campus through fundraising and 
facilitating strategic partnerships. Sarah brings over 15 years of 
experience in marine and coastal resources protection, public policy, 
government relations, education and outreach, organizational 
management, and fundraising in the environmental nonprofit and 
education sectors. She has worked on a number of environmental 

campaigns, including helping to establish marine protected areas along the coast of Southern California; 
local, state, and regional policies preventing plastic pollution; and protecting and restoring watershed 
health in coastal areas throughout Los Angeles. With extensive history participating in multi-dimensional 
programs and policy processes, she is a creative problem-solver and pragmatic bridge-builder. Sarah was 
previously Vice President of Heal the Bay, and also has worked for the Monterey Bay Aquarium, National 
Center for Ecological Analysis and Synthesis, and Catalina Island Marine Institute. Her previous board 
experience includes serving as a founding Board Member for the Honda Marine Science Foundation, 
Vice Chair of the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission Governing Board, Board Member of The Bay 
Foundation, and Advisory Board Member for the UCLA Extension Global Sustainability Certificate 
Program. She earned her BS degree in Marine and Freshwater Biology from the University of New 
Hampshire and her MS degree from the Bren School of Environmental Science and Management at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara. On weekends, Sarah can be found enjoying the outdoors with 
her family – surfing, hiking, and catching sunsets at the beach. 

 

M E E T  O U R  N E W E S T  
B O A R D  M E M B E R



V O L U N T E E R  W I T H  U S

Please save the date for Channelkeeper’s Blue Water Ball on March 23, 
2023, at the Cabrillo Pavillion. The Blue Water Ball is Channelkeeper’s 
most important fundraising event of the year, gathering support for 
the protection and restoration of the Santa Barbara Channel and its 
watersheds. The gala brings together a dynamic community of ocean 
lovers, scientists, surfers, sailors, swimmers, stream walkers, and other 
water-conscious individuals who care about the waterways and beaches 
that make this one of the most beautiful coastal communities on earth.

Channelkeeper relies on the generous gift of time and 
support from volunteers to help achieve our mission. Join 
the Watershed Brigade to help keep local watersheds 
and beaches clean or become an MPA Watch volunteer 
and help monitor marine protected areas along our coast.  
https://bit.ly/3TJGJmk
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