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Channelkeeper Advocates for Nature-Based Approaches in City’s
Waterfront Adaptation Plan

From Leadbetter Beach and the Harbor to Mission Creek, East Beach, and the
nearshore ocean, the interconnected coastal systems of Santa Barbara's
waterfront shape how residents and visitors experience Santa Barbara's
shoreline every day.

The City of Santa Barbara has begun developing a 30-year Waterfront Adaptation
Plan to address sea level rise, coastal flooding, and climate change.
Channelkeeper supports many of the City's initial adaptation planning ideas and
are advocating for an increased emphasis on habitat protection, water quality,
and natural coastal resilience in the plan.

The City recently completed an impressive public outreach effort that generated
more than 1,400 survey responses. The results showed overwhelming support for
nature-based adaptation strategies, with 88 percent of respondents supporting
continued evaluation of solutions like dunes and kelp restoration. Participants
also showed strong support for preserving the waterfront's scenic, natural beauty
while protecting the beaches, habitat, and coastal recreation areas.

The message from the community is clear: the long-term resilience of Santa
Barbara's waterfront depends on protecting and restoring the natural systems




that make it special. Healthy beaches, creeks, estuaries, lagoons, dunes, and
nearshore waters are essential not only for environmental health but also for
recreation, tourism, public access, and the overall visitor experience that defines
Santa Barbara's waterfront.

To help ensure the final Waterfront Adaptation Plan reflects these values and
priorities, Channelkeeper is recommending that the City:

 Prioritize habitat protection and restoration by enhancing the natural
systems that help support a healthy, economically vibrant and resilient
coastline.

e Pursue strategic relocation of vulnerable infrastructure and amenities away
from the shoreline where feasible and in a timely manner to conserve
beaches, expand habitat, maintain recreational opportunities, and reduce
reliance on seawalls and rock revetments.

¢ Incorporate Mission Creek and Sycamore Creek into long term resilience
planning, recognizing the important role these estuaries play in shoreline
resilience, water quality protection and wildlife habitat.

o Fix stormwater and water quality issues at West Beach to ensure that storm
drain outflows do not negatively affect nearshore water quality, public
health, and the overall beach experience.

o Take a cautious and limited approach to shoreline armoring and beach
nourishment projects, specifically evaluating their effectiveness, long-term
ecological impacts, and cost.

e Maintain a clear distinction between coastal resilience planning and
commercial development projects.

The final plan is expected to be completed in 2027. Channelkeeper will be
engaged and advancing our recommendations as the Waterfront Adaptation Plan
moves forward and will encourage community members to do the same. Stay
tuned for future updates and opportunities to participate in shaping the future of
the Santa Barbara Waterfront.
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Public Hearings Announced for Federal Review of California’s Coastal
Management Program - Provide Input in August

On June 26, The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
published a Federal Register notice, announcing the initiation of a formal review
by the federal administration of California’s coastal management program. Under
the 1972 Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA), the California Coastal
Commission and the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development
Commission have the authority to evaluate federal or federally regulated projects
along the state’s coast, which include spaceport infrastructure, offshore oil
production, pipeline maintenance, desalination projects, and undersea cables.

The public has a critical opportunity to provide input on the importance of
California’s Coastal Zone management program in August. NOAA will be holding
one in person meeting in Santa Monica on August 10 and two virtual meetings on
August 11 and 12. The agency will also accept written comments through August
22, 2026.

If you would like to provide verbal comments, you will need to register for either
the in-person or virtual meetings in advance. Additionally, the two virtual meetings
will be capped at 1,000 people, so we are encouraging folks who would like to
attend a virtual session to register soon. In August, we will be sharing talking
points prior to these hearings.

How to Submit Comments
The deadline for written comments is August 22, 2026, 11:59 p.m. PT

In-Person Public Meeting
August 10, 2026 | 2-6 p.m. Pacific Ballroom, Hilton Santa Monica Hotel and
Suites 1707 4th Street, Santa Monica, CA 90401



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/06/26/2026-12907/evaluation-of-the-california-coastal-management-program-notice-of-public-meetings-request-for

* Pre-registration deadline: August 8, 2026, 11:59 p.m. — email
czma.california-evaluation@noaa.gov

» Walk-ins may register on-site but will be called after pre-registered speakers

o Each speaker: 3 minutes; time may not be yielded to another speaker

» Meeting will be recorded; transcript available via email request to
czma.california-evaluation@noaa.gov

» Livestream (observation only — comments not accepted via
livestream): Register here

Virtual Public Meetings
August 11 & 12, 2026 | 2-5 p.m. each day (Adobe Connect)

» Registration deadline: August 10, 2026, 11:59 p.m. — Register here
Attendance capped at 1,000 per session; please attend only one day
Speakers called in order via Adobe Connect "raise hand" function
Each speaker: 3 minutes; mic muted at time limit; time may not be yielded
Meeting will be recorded; transcript available via email request to
czma.california-evaluation@noaa.gov

Written Comments (Email)

Email czma.california-evaluation@noaa.gov Subject line: Comments on
Performance Evaluation of the California Coastal Management Program
Deadline: August 22, 2026, 11:59 p.m.

Thank You, Veronica Moran!

Channelkeeper extends our sincere gratitude to Veronica Moran for her
outstanding commitment and contributions to our team and community as our
Program Assistant. In July, Veronica will begin pursuing a master’s degree at UC
Santa Barbara. During her three years with the us, Veronica has brought
dedication, professionalism, and enthusiasm to every aspect of her work, helping
to advance Channelkeeper’s mission.
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Veronica’s positive attitude, strong organizational skills, and deep commitment to
environmental stewardship have made her an invaluable member of our team.

“The Channelkeeper team will really miss Veronica. She excels at so many
efforts, including mobilizing volunteers for Watershed Brigade cleanups,
connecting students to their local environment, and coordinating administrative
projects. We are glad that she is staying close by and are so excited about what
is ahead for Veronica” says Ted Morton on behalf of the Channelkeeper crew.

Veronica was first introduced to Channelkeeper as a junior high school student
volunteer at an elementary school program taught in part by Education and
Outreach Director Penny Owens. We were so fortunate to work with her again
when she joined our team as the Program Assistant in 2023.

As Veronica begins an exciting new chapter pursuing graduate studies in Data
Science at the Bren School of Environmental Science & Management at the
University of California, Santa Barbara, we celebrate her accomplishments and
wish her continued success. Her passion for environmental protection and
leadership potential will undoubtedly serve her well in her academic and
professional journey.

Thank you, Veronica, for your many contributions to Santa Barbara
Channelkeeper. You will be greatly missed, and we look forward to seeing all that
you achieve in the years ahead.

Photo Credit: Jeff Liang
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper Receives UCSB Environmental Studies
Program Outstanding Community Service Award




Santa Barbara Channelkeeper is honored to have been selected as the recipient
of the 2026 Outstanding Community Service Award from the University of
California, Santa Barbara’s Environmental Studies Program.

Presented annually, the award recognizes an individual or organization from the
Santa Barbara community that demonstrates exceptional environmental
leadership, meaningful contributions to addressing complex environmental
challenges, and sustained community engagement in support of natural resource
conservation and more sustainable, equitable futures. The selection committee
determined that Channelkeeper’s legacy of impact and ongoing efforts exemplify
these values.

Executive Director Ted Morton accepted the award on behalf of Channelkeeper
from Dr. Erica Zollett during the Environmental Studies Awards and
Commencement Celebration on June 12. The recognition reflects the dedication
of Channelkeeper’s staff, board members, volunteers, supporters, and
community partners who work together to protect and restore the waters of the
Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds.

“We are deeply honored to receive this award from UCSB’s Environmental
Studies Department,” said Morton. “This recognition highlights the collective
efforts of our team and community and strengthens our commitment to advancing
science-based solutions, environmental stewardship, and clean water protections
for future generations.”

Channelkeeper is proud to work alongside UC Santa Barbara students, faculty,
and staff to achieve a positive impact for the central coast. We are grateful for this
recognition and inspired to advance our mission of safeguarding local waterways
and coastal ecosystems through advocacy, education, fieldwork, enforcement,
and community engagement.
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Ocean of Love Community Scavenger Hunt
June 20 to August 29

Looking for a fun way to celebrate our coast this summer? From June 20 to
August 29, community members of all ages are invited to take part in the
Summer of Ocean Love Scavenger Hunt—a free, bilingual (English & Spanish)
adventure packed with activities, prizes, and opportunities to make a difference
for our ocean.

Complete fun summer missions like spotting local wildlife, creating ocean-
inspired art, joining a beach cleanup, attending community events, or taking
simple actions to protect our coast. Earn points and prizes along the way, and
compete for the grand prize: $500 for the winning team!




This is a community-powered celebration of ocean stewardship created by Katie
Joseff and supported by partner organizations Santa Barbara Channelkeeper,
The Sea League, Community Environmental Council, 805 Action, and Save Our
Shores.

Join anytime before August 29 and show your ocean love this summer!
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https://santabarbarascavengerhunt.com/

Take the Plastic-Free July Challenge

Plastic-Free July is a global initiative that inspires each of us to create a future
with cleaner communities and oceans by reducing our dependency on single-use
plastics. The campaign challenges us to commit to one month of doing our best
to avoid disposable plastic while providing information about plastic pollution and
solutions. Since 2010, more than 100 million people in 190 countries have
pledged to avoid single-use plastics during the month of July.

Please join Channelkeeper, the Community Environmental Council (CEC), and
partners around the world in the challenge to '‘Choose to Refuse' single-use
plastic this July. Post about your experiences on social media using the
#PlasticFreeJuly hashtag and share your favorite plastic reduction ideas.

The challenge is simple, and you can choose from different levels of participation.

Here are three options to consider:
¢ Pick one disposable plastic item to avoid using for the month;
o Refuse the big 4: plastic bags, water bottles, takeaway coffee cups, and
straws; or
o Commit to avoiding ALL single-use plastic.

Click below to take the pledge!

Take The Pledge!

Catherine Breed is Swimming the California Coast and Channelkeeper Will
Host a Community Pop-up Event

We're thrilled to announce that Channelkeeper will be a featured partner of Swim
California, a historic open-water swim along the entire California coastline.



https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/pledge/

Beginning in July, marathon swimmer Catherine Breed will swim from the Oregon
border to the Mexican border over the span four months, stopping in several
coastal communities along the way. Each stop includes a community pop-up
event that highlights the environmental work being done in that location, and
we're excited to be a part of it!

This is a chance for our community to come together around the coast we love,
meet Catherine, and celebrate the work we're doing to protect it.

The exact date of the event will be confirmed closer to the time as open-water
swimming is dependent on weather and ocean conditions, but we wanted to give
you a heads-up so you can look forward to it. We'll share full details as soon as
they're set.

Stay tuned, and in the meantime, learn more about Swim California at
swimcalifornia.com.
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July 5th Cleanup
Sunday, July 5
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
East Beach, West Beach, Leadbetter Beach

Each year, local July 4th festivities leave behind trash on our beaches and
throughout the waterfront area. Without additional resources to pick it up, this
extra trash can end up in the ocean and harm wildlife. The City of Santa Barbara,
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper, and Tidy Seas are collaborating on July 5th to
address this issue.

Join us between 9:00 a.m - 11:00 a.m at one of four locations: East Beach at
Cabirillo Pavillion, East Beach, Skate Park, West Beach, and Leadbetter Beach



https://www.swimcalifornia.com/

Cleanup supplies and parking passes will be provided.

Climate Fridays Santa Barbara:
Plastic-Free Policies and Ways to Take Action
Friday, July 10
4:00 PM to 5:30 PM
CEC Environmental Hub

Join us on July 10 from 4:00 to 5:30pm to hear from Channelkeeper and CEC on
current local and statewide legislation aimed at reducing single-use plastics.
Speakers will share updates on what policies are in motion across California, how
they’re shaping outcomes locally, and what actions community members can take
to help reduce plastic pollution.



https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/n2fa6wm/lp/6d8b59dd-9c10-4b8d-8166-d0429136900e?source_id=6959547e-5259-4986-a486-dabe02c668b5&source_type=em&c=
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/climate-fridays-santa-barbara-tickets-1990889994567?aff=oddtdtcreator
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ART EXIBITION

06.04 - 07.19.2026

Channelkeeper Chosen as July Beneficiary Organization
by Art & Soul Gallery

Each month Art & Soul Gallery donates a portion of their proceeds to a charitable
organization that reflects their current exhibition or the passions of the featured
artist. Channelkeeper is honored to be the beneficiary organization selected for
the month of July, in connection with artist Lucia de Miguel's "Viridian Shores"
exhibition of paintings inspired by the ocean. The show, open through July 19,
features vivid, top-down views of beaches, coastlines, and waterscapes that
invite viewers to see familiar landscapes with fresh eyes.

Visit www.artandsoulsb.com to learn more about the gallery, artist, and show or
stop by Art & Soul Gallery (1323 State Street) to view the exhibition in person.



http://www.artandsousb.com/
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Celebrate Swimmable California Day and the Right to Clean, Swimmable
Water

Every year on July 25, Californians celebrate Swimmable California Day, a
statewide recognition of our right to enjoy clean, safe, and accessible waterways.
Established by the California Legislature in 2013, the day honors the beaches,
creeks, rivers, lakes, and ocean waters that enrich our communities and quality of
life.

For Channelkeeper, Swimmable California Day is both a celebration and a call to
action. Clean water is essential for recreation, public health, wildlife, and our local
economy. Whether you're swimming at East Beach, paddling through the harbor,
surfing your favorite break, or exploring a neighborhood creek, healthy waterways
connect us to the places we love.

While California is home to some of the world's most iconic coastlines, pollution
from stormwater runoff, sewage spills, and other sources continues to threaten
water quality in many communities. Swimmable California Day reminds us that
protecting our waters requires ongoing stewardship, advocacy, and community
involvement.

This July 25, we encourage you to get outside and enjoy our local waterways.
Take a swim, paddle, surf, or beach walk—and take a moment to appreciate the
clean water protections that help keep our coast healthy. Together, we can ensure
that California's waters remain swimmable for generations to come.




Full-Time
Program Assistant

Support Channelkeeper's
community engagement,
education, and development
activities!

Join Our Team!

Channelkeeper is hiring a full-time Program Assistant to help advance our
mission to protect and restore the Santa Barbara Channel and its watersheds.

We’'re looking for a dependable, motivated, and organized individual who is
passionate about environmental stewardship and excited to engage with our
community. In this role, you’ll support Channelkeeper’s education, community
engagement, and development programs while also helping keep our office
running smoothly.

If you're enthusiastic about collaborating with community members and making a
positive impact on our local environment, we’d love to hear from you!

Click here to read the full job description.



https://www.sbck.org/careers/

Support Clean Water

Want to make a difference for the environment and your community? Making a
tax-deductible contribution to Santa Barbara Channelkeeper today is an
investment in clean beaches, healthy watersheds, and a more sustainable future.

Thank you for your support!



https://www.sbck.org/donate/
https://www.sbck.org/donate/
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